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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, October 28th, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)

Call to Order

1.  Roll Call: Laura Hansen ’12    
2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes from October 21, 2009: Laura Hansen ’12 
ALI CANINO: Motion to waive the reading of Minutes
SECOND LAURA FAULKNER



MOTION PASSED

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to approve the Minutes



SECOND ALI CANINO

SAM RUBIN: Clarify that I meant Laura Faulkner, not Laura Hansen in Last Words



MOTION PASSED

3.  Public Comments: CUSC representatives and students in the gallery  


a. Implementation of Printing Quota: Pennie Turgeon and Cheryl Turner-Elwell 
IFRAD ISLAM: Will O’Brian, Pennie Turgeon and Cheryl Turner-Elwell have come to speak to CUSC about the printing quota.  They will answer questions that David LeBoeuf and I could not answer.  Please keep your comments respectful and rational.

ALI CANINO: Do you have an estimate of the quota?

PENNIE TURGEON: We don’t have a number yet; we’re looking to maintain free printing until the quota is reached and then proceed with a price per page.  We would like to hear concerns, we’re checking information, and data on printing statistics through the swiping that already exists.  To put this in context, printing has become an issue because it is free and unmetered and is increasing every year.  We tried to use the swipe system to raise consciousness, but we didn’t see the amount level off, or decrease.

IFRAD ISLAM: Sorry, I should have given you time for an introduction for the issue.

HAANEE TYEBALLY: This isn’t personal, but what about clubs’ use?  Will there be a separate quota for student organizations or just an individual quota?

PENNIE TURGEON: Now, only individual numbers.  This is activity is not reflected in numbers.  The intent is to support academic printing.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Is this model unique to Clark?  Are there other schools it is based off of?

PENNIE TURGEON: We are benchmarking against some other schools, most don’t have a quota, but many are moving towards that.  We are benchmarking more for us; we’re crazy for not doing it, or not doing it sooner.  WE have looked at who is part of the climate initiative that Clark has signed on to, and all other schools have quotas.  It promotes and encourages environmentally sustainable behavior.

LAURA HANSEN: When David LeBoeuf and Ifrad Islam presented to us, they told us of some of the statistics that you had collected.  Could you give them to us again, but excluding the ones that were clear outliers?  Instead of the average, could you give us the median number that students are printing?

PENNIE TURGEON: 10% students do 50% of printing; 20% of students of 70% of printing; the average is 722 pages.

LAURA HANSEN: Could you remove the outliers from these numbers?

PENNIE TURGEON: Sustainability across the university; this touches students.

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: Gap at present is to campaign with faculty to sensitize them to the issue of printing and sustainable practice.  Most people don’t understand; we drafted a document for the faculty with our notions.  We are open for suggestions, and are happy to amend, etc.  Very sensitive to the system for professors to post .pdfs on Cicada, to shift the burden of reading onto the internet and Course Readers.  Course Readers have their own issues.  The question is how much do you need to print?  From a sustainability perspective, not that much; it should be optional and professors need to make clear what to bring to class.  We need to change attitudes and culture shift.  Not only print quota, smart practices for all. Minutes skim vs read. Wastage environmentally.

CHRIS CONROY: Will there be a page quota for classes?

PENNIE TURGEON: The system is not flexible enough for the individual level; faculty/course dynamics, numbers and averages.

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: Encourage all professors to accept electronic submissions. Sustainable practice, end result is paper waste and CO2 emissions.  Rather look at sustainability behavior across institution.  Use electronic bulletin boards.  

IFRAD ISLAM: In tech, where do course packs fail?

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: We have a new copy center, they are open to working with me.  We have had conversations about course readers and the concern over cost, aside from the cost of printing, the cost of copyrights.  To legally print, we need to secure permission, which makes it hard to predict the cost.  These are choices that help the faculty to understand printing cost.  Overall, look to reduce all printing by using .pdf format online.

PENNIE TURGEON: Most professors use course readers in light of textbooks.  There are expenses associated with courses that are not covered by tuition, which effect the majority of students.

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: Based on conversations so far, we are aware of the cost and are sensitive and willing partners, we want to do well by you.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I first heard about this through a rumor; there was no official announcement.  Concerned about redistribution cost from university to students.  Why was there no open forum?

PENNIE TURGEON: The release stations were installed in January, and we have been evaluating printing since then.  The amounts did not reduce or level off, and in the Fall we made our decision.  We contacted the E-Board in late September.  This is the next logical step.  We have not been covert.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I wasn’t implying you were covert.

PENNIE TURGEON: As people have been swiping for the past 6 months, we’ve been keeping track.

WILL O’BRIAN: The focus is on environmental sustainability.  I see myself as a professional change agent.  All of my courses are paperless.  The focus should be on the faculty; most have old habits.  Most listen and change, like feedback.  Sign co-op with faculty.  The Board of Trustees signed a Climate Action Plan last Friday to have zero emissions; this initiative would help achieve the climate goals.

LAURA HANSEN: Do you approach individuals printing tens of thousands?

PENNIE TURGEON: Not reactively, there are staff in the AC, but they can’t say no because there are no policies in place.  

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: A student tried to print a 600-page textbook; role is to talk to the faculty member who told them to do it.

PENNIE TURGEON: When a student asks to take off duplex printing because the professor won’t accept duplex, we talk to the professor, not question the individuals.

LAURA HANSEN: Maybe there wouldn’t have to be such a drastic change in printing for everyone if the people who abused the system were notified of their wastage.

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: It’s only a small number of students; remove them and there are still a significant number of impressions needed to be dealt with.

PENNIE TURGEON: We can look at numbers, but can’t address the tails.

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: I think where we could most use CUSC’s help is to figure out what is a fair number; not to talk about if it is happening, it is happening, and look at the fairness.

PENNIE TURGEON: What are the accommodations we can give?  We can’t give quota based on courses because of the flexibility of the system.  Asked about students with financial circumstances, learning disabilities.  The quota is happening; we are asking for advice on how to prevent waste and abuse and allow legitimate printing.  We are looking for guidance.

HAKEEM HINDI: Maybe there was no decrease in printing with swiping because you can send it directly to the printer?

SHOMARI ROSE: You don’t have to swipe your card.

CHERYL TURNER-ELLWELL: These numbers aren’t just undergrad, they’re for grad students too.

SALIFU KAMARA: Suggest that you develop a system to relate the amount of printing done so far.  Not allow someone to start printing a document, and then stop halfway because they reached their quota. 

PENNIE TURGEON: Hypothetically, if the quota were 100 pages, and after that you have to pay, if you have reached 90 pages and are trying to print a 20-page document, the system won’t let you.  We plan to show the remaining amount when you swipe to print, also on the portal.

SHOMARI ROSE: Instead of across year, per day?

SALIFU KAMARA: How would you develop a system to regulate?

PENNIE TURGEON: Typically, a certain amount is allocated per semester.

IFRAD ISLAM: Would students on financial aid be victims of the quota?

PENNIE TURGEON: We are looking for advice.  How should we be working?

IFRAD ISLAM: This conversation has been very useful; there is a lot of information.  From here we will send feedback and talk to constituents about what we are looking for.

PENNIE TURGEON: Hearing helps address all issues, not just printing or course readers.  Don’t want to restrict comments, open to any, used to influence where we end up with the quota level, know what statistics say now and what peer institutions look like.

IFRAD ISLAM: Thanks. 

IFRAD ISLAM: We will first move to section 5 b for the Grants Committee report.

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $875.00 to ISA with the money coming from Quarter 2 for their event, International Journey, granting a 4-week waiver.

SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: The initial request was $1,250.00, and in addition to this request, there is another from them we will address next week that the Grants Committee decided to hold on to for a bit.  We decided to grant the 4-week waiver because they had to move their date because it coincided with the Thanksgiving Dinner in the Caf that many people attend.  International Journey gives money to each table to reduce the students’ costs.  Because they are also having a request for Gala, we suggest that they trim their expenses from $50.00 to $35.00.

TUKU SHIVUTE: We hold International Journey in Tilton; anyone can set up a table.  Tables have food, souvenirs, basically anything related to the culture of the country or region.  There is a huge cost for the students, so we try to subsidize them as much as we can, but even by giving them $50.00, they still usually go over the amount.  ISA decorates Tilton, this year the theme is Where In The World is Sigmund Freud?  We are aware of the budget situation, and asked for $1,200.00.  Our budget got cut this year, and we really need the money, especially to host Gala.

BILLY ADAMS: I love this event, are you planning a theme?  

TUKU SHIVUTE: Every year we have a theme; last year it was Indiana Jones.  We try to integrate countries by having a treasure hunt.  This year we are playing off of Where In The World Is Carmen Sandiego?

SAM RUBIN: How often does the Grants Committee refer people to PCF?

LAURA FAULKNER: Usually they go to PCF first, most are aware it is there, so not very often.

SAM RUBIN: The main purpose of PCF is for something like renting Tilton.

LAURA FAULKNER: We usually suggest it if it is in the UC, but most people go to PCF first.  People are more knowledgeable and informed now.

LAURA HANSEN: If you only get $35.00 for each table instead of the $50.00, will ISA make up the difference out of their budget, or will you give less back to the students?

TUKU SHIVUTE: We have a quota for the number of countries because of the limited money we have; there are 25 countries that can be shown.  We are also encouraging regions, which are 6 countries and they get $100.00 to cut costs.  We understand that cuts have to be made.

HAANEE TYEBALLY: The main reason why there are these costs is so that we can reimburse the students, not ISA.  This is a completely voluntary event, and we try to compensate them.  If they apply as a region, the cost goes down because we give $100.00 for 3 countries instead of $50.00 for 1.



MOTION PASSED – 3 ABSTENTIONS (LAURA HANSEN, HAANEE TYEBALLY, HIMAL JAYASEKARA)

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $450.00 to STAND to help cover the costs of their event “Darfur Diaries” for screening rights and renting Tilton and media services, with the money coming from Quarter 2.



SECOND JOHN NOLAN

LAURA FAULKNER: This event involves a speaker as well as food and the movie.  They need help to pay for publicity, $50.00.  They have had severe budget costs, so they requested $300.00 for screening rights for the movie, as well as $100.00 for Tilton setup.  The group is covering the costs of the food.

KELLY WYNVEEN: We really need money for the movie; it’s really good.  We are also planning to spend $300.00-$400.00 on food for the event, but with our own budget.

MIKE MCKENNA: Why Tilton?  For screening a movie it’s not the best room, plus you could save $100.00

KELLY WYNVEEN: Because we are also planning to serve food.



MOTION PASSED – 1 ABSTENTION (KELLY WYNVEEN)

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $2,000.00 to SLP.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

SAM RUBIN: Could we have the purpose of the money included in the motion?

LAURA FAULKNER: I withdraw my previous motion.  On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $2,000.00 to SLP to fix the projector in the Caf.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: The projector in the Caf publicizes for many clubs and is essential to advertise and communicate.  It broke recently, and costs $1,200.00 for repairs and $800.00 for labor.

MIKE MCKENNA: The projector is 5 years old, and the prism broke, so the screen is all blue.  A new projector is $5,600.00 plus $800.00 for the labor to mount it, so this is a better investment than buying a new one.

IFRAD ISLAM: Why is labor $800.00?

MIKE MCKENNA: They have to take down the projector and re-mount it.

LAURA FAULKNER: This is the least expensive option, and it is important because it is used by all.



MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: There is an attachment under the Grants Committee recommendations; it’s a statement, note I included the number of requests in the past supported by the Provost and not any more.  I am feeling like the discussion of the printing is placing more of a burden students and not the university.  I think we need to communicate with students and someone higher up.  We are making different decisions, requests are high, and even though we are doing well now, we are trimming off requests; it may seem like a little, but helps us in the long run.

MIKE MCKENNA: The Provost has a special project fund, basically, looking to spread the wealth a little.  For the past 2 years, this money went to Gala, mainly to help put them in a bigger room.  Last year they had a $15,000.00 shortfall, and this fund helped cushion this.  Now the fund is being given to other groups on campus, for example, MLC, just so that they are not giving to one group consistently.  Departments are pulling back, everyone has a smaller budget and are under pressure.  Look at true student expense and infrastructure expense.

4.  Unfinished Business 

a. Security Cameras Referendum

IFRAD ISLAM: Our next event is November 10th, from 7 to 8 pm there will be Pizza with the President.  The Provost will be there too.  It will be in Grace, and students will have a chance to talk directly to President Bassett; this will probably be their last chance to do so because next year there will be someone else.  There should be a lot of questions about his accomplishments and where he sees Clark going.  The second event will be November 11th from 3 to 4 pm in Grace where we will have a Dining Services meet and greet.  Stu Gerhardt, Heather and Dennis, the executive chef will all be there and talk about a variety of things.

IFRAD ISLAM: I expect all of you have read the referenda when I sent it out last night, I will suspend the rules for 30 seconds so that everyone can look over it quickly before we start our discussion.

IFRAD ISLAM: I would entertain a motion to approve the referenda with the intent to place it on the ballot.

ALI CANINO: Motion to put the security camera question on the ballot for the special election that will be held November 16 and 17, 2009.



SECOND CARSON STEVENS

CHRIS CONROY: Most people I’ve talked to say yes, but some say no about installing them, if installed used to write people up for drugs.

IFRAD ISLAM: The motion is talking about whether the question will be on the ballot, this is to let students vote for them or not, not about the reasoning behind the referenda.  Please keep all comments pertinent.

CORY COOSE: Judiciary found nothing to be unconstitutional, but did make some changes; in the second sentence, we suggest adding “additional” before the cameras because there are already cameras on campus, and explain where in the cumulative surplus the money comes from, which is the capital expenditure portion.  We suggest someone makes these edits and they are voted on.

ALI CANINO: Can I amend it?

CORY COOSE: You need to withdraw your first motion.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Motion to amend the question to include the changes “additional” in the first sentence before security cameras, and “capital expenditure, a fund to which unspent SAF funds roll to at the end of each school year” to the last sentence.

ALI CANINO: It’s friendly.

IFRAD ISLAM: Our discussion is on the approval of the referendum.

SAM RUBIN: I have an issue with one of the lines that “cameras are a proven & tool”.  This is not unbiased.

HAANEE TYEBALLY: Is it a proven fact?  Did they research it?

ALI CANINO: It’s verbatim from Chief Goutlet.  He gave examples of catching people on cameras placed in the parking garage.

BILLY ADAMS: Talking to constituents, opposed question for Judiciary opinion found constituent.

SAM RUBIN: It doesn’t matter if it’s a fact or not, it is a statement in favor of the question.

MIKE MCKENNA: I can see the point you’re trying to make, sell the idea by saying it is more effective to catch criminals.  It would ok if it said that they reduce crime, and speaks to why the question has come up, it would not be so much of a justification.

CORY COOSE: I would recommend re-wording; “cameras can be used” instead of “have been proven to”.  It is more explanatory of what they are used for. 

BILLY ADAMS: What about “they will be used…”

IFRAD ISLAM: Re-word, sent carry any difference

CORY COOSE: It sounds less biased. 

BILLY ADAMS: “Will” shows intention, I would suggest a change.

SHOMARI ROSE: If they use “proven” can they cite a reference?  Maybe a footnote?  Could they give background information?  As for including “additional” the cameras at these locations are technically new.

CORY COOSE: It sounds like now there are none on campus.

SHOMARI ROSE: It sounds like there are already some on campus.

LAURA FAULKNER: I talked with Chief Goutlet about making a list that would include a list of things, but they’re not very important.  They don’t care about underage drinking, this is fort heft.  Maybe this would help people make a better decision.  

MIKE MCKENNA: Suggest ‘additional’ because there are already cameras on campus, someone might be aware of that.  The university can install cameras at any point without telling people.  Suggest that “additional cameras” would help strengthen why the issue came about.  It would show that CUSC is curious about your feedback on insisting more safety in high traffic areas, proposing 2 potential areas.

IFRAD ISLAM: At this point, is anyone willing to make any amendments?

SAM RUBIN: Motion to change the wording for the same mission but in a different way.  Part of motion, is to remove the word “guidelines” in the second sentence.  There is no basis for this word because there are no guidelines.  Motion to amend the question to strike “Cameras are a proven crime deterrent as well as an investigative tool.”

IFRAD ISLAM: I would entertain a motion to table the motion until after recess

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Motion to table the motion until after recess.



SECOND KELLY WYNVEEN

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to recess for 5 minutes



SECOND JEAN DAO



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: I call this meeting back to order at 9:45 pm.  Laura Hansen, roll call

LAURA HANSEN: 

CHRIS CONROY: Motion to un-table the motion to amend the referenda.



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA



MOTION PASSED

SAM RUBIN: Motion to amend the question to eliminate “guidelines drafted by” in the second sentence and replace it with “University Police state”; eliminate the second “guidelines 24/7”; strike “Cameras are a proven crime deterrent as well as an investigative tool.”, and amend to read that “Security cameras will primarily be used to deter crime and retroactively look for violent and theft related crimes as opposed to minor student infractions.”



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA

ALI CANINO: It’s friendly.

BILLY ADAMS: Technically, minor infractions are still crimes.  This might give the misconception that the intention is not to monitor at all.  This is a broader, more defensive approach.  I’m hesitant to support it.

SALIFU KAMARA: I think it’s very important to investigate the broad terms, and that this is an important concern.

IFRAD ISLAM: “sent” would be taken out according to the proposed amendment.

SALIFU KAMARA: Not investigative, more about how would function.

IFRAD ISLAM: “Security Cameras will be primarily used to deter crime and retroactively look for violent and theft related crimes as opposed to minor student infractions” is how the sentence reads in the amendment.

SHOMARI ROSE: This is slowly hitting me; this basically means if CUSC should give the money for this or not.  There is no validity as to what the cameras are used for.  Why isn’t the university paying for this?  We can’t say what they are used for.

IFRAD ISLAM: The second question, if approved and implemented by UP, CUSC is working with UP to produce guidelines.  Financial support is a primary instant for safety for students.  People with probably approved CUSC, which is very involved in the first place.

SHOMARI ROSE: Isn’t our job to be a liaison?  

IFRAD ISLAM: That’s a fair question to ask.

ALI CANINO: When we interviewed students, all of them said that CUSC didn’t have a big enough influence on campus.  This is showing that we are a resource for them and are concerned for their safety.  Financial terms are another way of saying that we help.

LAURA FAULKNER: If or when this passes, we have to participate in making the guidelines.  We have a preliminary set, reflect a lot of concerns about minor infractions.

MIKE MCKENNA: Shomari Rose has a point; it’s important to consider the role of CUSC in this.  The quick solution is just to pay, maybe the more appropriate action would be to make a stink.  Ask the students if they want this, and if they say yes, get money.  CUSC doesn’t need to pay for infrastructure, the role is more to take issues to the administration.  Why is this your expense to pay? A longer path would be to explore options.

IFRAD ISALM: This would cost a lot, and CUSC can’t and won’t pay for all of it.  Preliminary talks about one way to fund would be that CUSC and UP would provide a small amount, and ITS most of it.  The technology has a huge budget.

DAVID LEBOEUF: All of the issues link together, printing, Grants Committee; all this requires a larger look into the financial system.

SAM RUBIN: Even though Shomari Rose and Mike McKenna find CUSC as an advocacy group, to be accurate, the money would not only come from SAF but from cumulative surplus.  

CORY COOSE: Social implications.

SALIFU KAMARA: Respect CUSC taking action, but need to look at how to pay.  To address concerns, we need to channel this to the right people.  Concerned about the issue; before we can channel it, we need to know the cost and specific rules.  Issues more specific to communicate to constituents.  Look at the issue of how much it will cost and deadlines.  

ALI CANINO: Motion to secure referenda. Not everyone is gung ho to move to the previous question?



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA

BILLY ADAMS: Are we voting on the overall referenda or the amendment?

IFRAD ISLAM: We are voting on the amendment.

BILLY ADAMS: If we vote no, the referenda fails?

IFRAD ISLAM: No, we are voting on moving to the previous question.



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: We are voting on the referenda as it stands.  Read over entire thing.



MOTION PASSED – 2 OPPOSED (SHOMARI ROSE, SAM RUBIN)

b. Millennium Leadership Conference Referendum

IFRAD ISLAM: I would entertain a motion to approve the referenda.

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to approve the MLC referenda.



SECOND SHOMARI ROSE

CORY COOSE: Judiciary Committee looked over it, we thought that it was fine, had a few suggestions; take out the 5th paragraph, “if approved” is redundant, it is explained in the 4th paragraph.  Also, in the fourth paragraph, strike “institutionalize event by”

IFRAD ISALM: Judiciary looks at the referenda, if they notice small errors like punctuation or spelling they fix them, but make sure that the question is constitutional and leave the major changes to CUSC representatives to amend.

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to amend to remove the 5th paragraph, and change the sentence in the 4th paragraph.



SECOND KELLY WYNVEEN

SHOMARI ROSE: Can we clarify which year this takes place?

CORY COOSE: Yes, you need to vote on that.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Even though it is redundant, I oppose the removal of the 5th paragraph; it provides a good breakdown of what will happen.

CORY COOSE: It’s good, but still redundant.

SAM RUBIN: David LeBoeuf, it mentions that the SAF wouldn’t be raised.

DAVID LEBOEUF: $9.60 per student per semester is not clear, people need more information for a larger picture.



MOTION PASSED – 2 OPPOSED (BILLY ADAMS, DAVID LEBOEUF)

IFRAD ISLAM: We are now discussing the referenda with the amendment worked in.

ALI CANINO: It doesn’t say that this will take away from other student groups.  Will the average student pick up on that?

BILLY ADAMS: I see where you’re coming from.  If we say that it, which is true, then it is really direct and seems partisan.

IFRAD ISLAM: The explanation of a no vote definitely takes care of that.  Putting that in would be biased.

MIKE MCKENNA: There might be a little hint of bias, but if you take away or include, you get a tail end that is a direct result of that. 

SAM RUBIN: I don’t think the second paragraph should be in, it makes it so that I can’t vote no.  The purpose is stated in the previous paragraph.  The second paragraph is true, but MLC should advertise it on their own, not in the body of the question.

JEAN DAO: It is important that students get intimate knowledge of MLC, the second paragraph has more information that they might need.

CORY COOSE: Judiciary thought that the paragraph was a little strong, maybe a bit biased, but not too much.

LAURA HANSEN: When any other group in Clark or outside of Clark has a referenda, the question asks simply yes or no.  They don’t get space on the question to advertise for themselves.  MLC should take the initiative to advertise and raise awareness and should be actively telling people why they should vote yes, but not on the ballot itself.  Question of ethical presentation, not validity of MLC.

SAM RUBIN: The way we were told is the same way the student body should be told about MLC.

ALI CANINO: No one has made a motion yet to remove the second paragraph

SHOMARI ROSE: The second paragraph explains how it works and what it accomplished.  Don’t see how it is biased.  In the vote no, it says that MLC won’t get money from the SAF, the second paragraph is necessary to explain the importance of MLC funding history.

SALIFU KAMARA: My fear is that sometimes by outlining the achievement people will decide for some reason because it is positive and not look to see how to best use the money.

IFRAD ISALM: It is a borderline situation.  I would encourage CUSC to think about the line between following procedure and not giving enough information.

SAM RUBIN: If students don’t know about it, what right does MLC have to take their money? They need to reach out and explain for themselves, not use this as a venue.  Motion to strike the second paragraph.



SECOND LAURA HANSEN

LAURA HANSEN: Advertising in a referenda is not the appropriate avenue to advertise.  They should campaign just as the media groups and EMS did.

CHRIS CONROY: I agree with Laura Hansen, most people say yes because they have no opinion.  There is no way to say no the second paragraph.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: To counter striking the clause, in fairness to MLC, students should be provided with outline and the strategy.

JEAN DAO: I think the main problems are the key words, pivotal, pertinent.  We should take out the modifiers.

DAVID LEBOUEF: Motion to move to the previous question



SECOND ALI CANINO



MOTION PASSED


IFRAD ISLAM: We are now voting on the amendment to strike the paragraph, not the referenda.

SAM RUBIN: Motion to divide the assembly.

LAURA HANSEN: Tie.  Ifrad Islam, you need to vote to break the tie.  

IFRAD ISLAM: I vote yes to strike the second paragraph.



MOTION PASSED

MIKE MCKENNA: Previously, we have had referenda that were biased in their wording, so CUSC had to change the format so that not everything would pass because it was worded nicely.  Past referenda have had similar paragraphs, although not as extensive.  Referenda for SAF, media groups and EMS have not been too different, although not as extensive as this one.  Theirs had factual information as well, for MLC, its talks about the goals, the wording of achieve is a little harsh.

CHRIS CONROY: Motion to amend to add, “Through a series of workshops and presentations, participants are challenged to assess their own experiences on college campuses from a personal and broader perspective.  The Millennium Leadership Conference also aims to provide attendees with a forum to net work with professionals who will provide them with pertinent information regarding career opportunities.”



SECOND SHOMARI ROSE

JEAN DAO: I agree with Chris Conroy, we are cutting too much out.  Motion to amend to include the second paragraph, but strike the words “pivotal… more importantly… pertinent”.

CHRIS CONROY: I don’t take it as friendly.

SHOMARI ROSE: I remove my support from Chris Conroy’s motion

JEAN DAO: Motion to amend the second paragraph to include every thing but the words  “pivotal… more importantly… pertinent”.



SECOND BILLAY ADAMS

SALIFU KAMARA: My concern is that not all roles play important.  How strong sentence should be.  Don’t agree with this.

SAM RUBIN: We just voted to remove it; this is coming back almost word for word, it’s like it never left.  The issue is not the language, not if it is fact or biased.  They need to advertise on their own, that is the entire premises.  The words personal, pivotal and extending to say what the gains are; the physical aspects are unbiased, but saying what the conference gives back is biased.

JEAN DAO: Not removing pivotal, and more importantly suggests more than an opinion.  In referenda seems that MLC needs to advertise to pass this.  Students want to know and will find out on their own time.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Can we battle it out?  Can we send it back to them to be re-worded?

IFRAD ISLAM: Tonight is the deadline for approving this to put it on the ballot.  When MLC submitted a draft to CUSC, we have the right to decide how it appears on the ballot.

DAVID LEBOUEF: Motion to move to the previous question



SECOND HAKEEM HINDI

IFRAD ISLAM: We are voting on voting on the amendment.



MOTION PASSED – 3 AGAINST (LAURA HANSEN, SHOMARI ROSE, SAM RUBIN), 1 ABSTENTION (CHRIS CONROY)

IFRAD ISLAM: We are now voting on the amendment from Jean Dao

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to divide the assembly.

LAURA HANSEN: 



MOTION FAILS

CHRIS CONROY: Motion to add, “Through a series of workshops and presentations, participants are challenged to assess their own experiences on college campuses from a personal and broader perspective.  The Millennium Leadership Conference also aims to provide attendees with a forum to net work with professionals who will provide them with pertinent information regarding career opportunities.”



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

SAM RUBIN: What is the difference?

JEAN DAO: The middle section was removed.

SHOMARI ROSE: There is a toss-up about the rules and the process.  Judiciary said that it was Ok, Mike McKenna said that is has been similar in the past, there has been precedent.  It’s not such a big issue.

IFRAD ISLAM: CUSC members decide what the referenda looks like.  We are looking to make it as unbiased and neutral as we can.  This is extremely important, and not in relation to MLC or its validity.  It is not comparable to the bylaw, it’s very different.

SHOMARI ROSE: But there has been precedent.

MIKE MCKENNA: I’d like to clarify my statement; previously votes were swayed by the wording being too positive, so CUSC made an effort to re-do the wording of the questions.  It’s not a problem, but a situation.  Agree with Judiciary and that the impact needs to be unbiased and subjective.  The historical description is important so students can make informed decisions.  Many people don’t know what MLC is, and need a solid description.  Initial little sway.

HAKEEM HINDI: Do you think that Chris’ amendment sufficiently explains?

MIKE MCKENNA: I can’t say, it’s for CUSC to decide.

JEAN DAO: It captures most of the essence; if you read it carefully it seems like a selfish motive.  Not bringing back, if whole sentence is not put in, say if students attend would bring back, but won’t necessarily.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Bringing back is a personal choice.  Chris’ objective.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Suggest that we recess for 3 minutes so that people can confer and combine thoughts and come up with a unified stance.  

SALIFU KAMARA: MLC or change concept, all saying is CUSC objective when making changes.  Write from mind, use words that think are appropriate from the, create good atmosphere.  CUSC or from them.  Who wrote the referenda?

ALI CANINO: Before recess do we need to move to the previous question?

IFRAD ISALM: The previous question is Chris’ amendment.

BILLY ADAMS: I withdraw my support of the amendment.

SAM RUBIN: Motion to recess for 5 minutes



SECOND SHOMARI ROSE



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: I call this meeting back to order at 11:00 pm.  Laura Hansen, roll call.
LAURA HANSEN:

JEAN DAO: Motion to amend to the following: “Through a series of workshops and presentations, participants are challenged to assess their own experiences on college campuses from a personal and broader perspective, then encouraged to return to their respective college communities and take on leadership roles.  The Millennium Leadership Conference also aims to provide attendees with a forum to network with professionals who will provide them with information regarding career opportunities.”


SECOND CHRIS CONROY

SAM RUBIN: My concerns are taken care of.

JEAN DAO: Word.

ALI CANINO: Could you read it one more time?

JEAN DAO: “Through a series of workshops and presentations, participants are challenged to assess their own experiences on college campuses from a personal and broader perspective, then encouraged to return to their respective college communities and take on leadership roles.  The Millennium Leadership Conference also aims to provide attendees with a forum to network with professionals who will provide them with information regarding career opportunities.”


MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: The discussion is now about the referenda with all of the amendments.

CHRIS CONROY: Motion to amend the fourth paragraph to add $9.60 per Fiscal Year starting in 2010-2011.



SECOND DAVID LEBOUEF

SAM RUBIN: So it reads, “The MLC Planning Committee is seeking to institutionalize this event by securing annual funding from the Student Activities Fund (SAF) in the amount of $19,200 ($4.80 per student per semester or $9.60 per student for the fiscal year 2010-2011). “?
IFRAD ISLAM: In addition to $4.80

BILLY ADAMS: It says $9.60 in the 5th paragraph.

IFRAD ISLAM: The 5th paragraph is gone.



MOTION PASSED – 2 OPPOSED (SAM RUBIN, SHOMARI ROSE)

IFRAD ISLAM: We are back to discussing the referenda

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Motion to move to the previous question.



SECOND JEAN DAO

SHOMARI ROSE: Read entire question?

IFRAD ISLAM: We will vote on the actual motion after this.  


“The Millennium Leadership Conference is an event designed to cultivate the inherent leadership qualities of college students.  While strongly marketed to students who identify as ALANA (ALANA is an acronym at Clark University which stands for African descent, Latino/a, Asian, and Native American), this annual event has been open to and attended by students from a wide-range of ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds.  The conference is attended by students from Clark, the Worcester Consortium, and a variety of institutions across New England. 

Through a series of workshops and presentations, participants are challenged to assess their own experiences on college campuses from a personal and broader perspective, then encouraged to return to their respective college communities and take on leadership roles.  The Millennium Leadership Conference also aims to provide attendees with a forum to network with professionals who will provide them with information regarding career opportunities. 

Now in its 8th year, the Millennium Leadership Conference continues to be coordinated by Clark undergraduates with the assistance of administrators from various departments across the Clark campus.  

The MLC Planning Committee is seeking to institutionalize this event by securing annual funding from the Student Activities Fund (SAF) in the amount of $19,200 ($4.80 per student per semester or $9.60 per student for the fiscal year 2010-2011).   
 
Do you approve of allocating $4.80 per student per semester of your Student Activities Fee to the Millennium Leadership Conference? 

____ A YES vote will designate $4.80 per student per semester of the Student Activities Fund to the Millennium Leadership Conference for the 2010-2011 academic year.  Please note that by voting YES, your student activities fee will NOT be raised.  
____ A NO vote means that the proposed allocation of $19,200 will remain in the general 
Student Activities Fund for allocation to recognized Clark clubs and organizations. “
SHOMARI ROSE: Does it have all of the amendments?

IFRAD ISLAM: Yes. We are now voting on the referenda to read as I just read.



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: We are now voting on whether the referenda will appear on the ballot for the special elections.



MOTION PASSED



c. CUSC Stance on Alcohol Policy

IFRAD ISLAM: We have gotten through the bulk of the Agenda, there is about 30 % left.  If you need a recess, please motion for it.  Everyone received the alcohol stance last night.

BILLY ADMAS: Motion to approve the stance on the new alcohol policy.



SEOCND JEAN DAO

SAM RUBIN: Results of the survey?

IFRAD ISLAM: The survey had words of the proposed policy to gauge the overall feelings.  The E-Board talked and decided that we were better off taking a stance that agreed with the general feeling and not get involved in the nuances.  It is for the current policy making deans to make the logistical decisions, i.e., limit alcohol to one cup per person at a time.

SAM RUBIN: I think it’s awesome.  Was wondering about the official process for making a stance, the only other time I can remember something like this was for Juicy Campus.  If this passes, what is the next step?

BILLY ADAMS: I also wrote the Juicy Campus stance; if this passes the next stance is to communicate the stance to the student body.  Class reps should send this out to their constituents and Ifrad Islam and I will bring it to our meeting with the Deans.

IFRAD ISLAM: There is no official process, and I am hesitant to start one.  These statements are very circumstantial.

BILLY ADAMS: This isn’t binding in any way; the Deans want to hear what the students have to say.

SAM RUBIN: What does this mean for the E-Board in advocating?  If you bring this to the administration does it say that you are ready to fight for it, or hand over?

IFRAD ISLAM: That’s a good question.  It means that we are responsible for following up on November 11th we will meet with the Deans to talk about the response.

SAM RUBIN: Are you involved as a spectator or as an instigator of change?

IFRAD ISLAM: We will advocate whatever we decide upon here.



MOTION PASSED – 1 OPPOSED (SHOMARI ROSE)

IFRAD ISLAM: October is almost over, theoretically you should have had 4 meetings with the organizations you were assigned.  It was a short month, so hopefully you should have gotten at least few done if not all. Next meeting in public comments we will talk about them.

MIKE MCKENNA: On a side note, could you ask about the feedback for LINK?

5.  Committee Reports:   

a. Elections Committee: Carson Stevens ’13 
CARSON STEVENS: Petitions are due on Monday, the positions open are Clark Houses and Blackstone.  The elections will be Monday November 16th to Tuesday the 17th.  Applications for Senior Week Chair are due November 4th.

BILLY ADAMS: We are also advertising for Spree Day Chair, giving the pitch to CPB, the process is about to start.



b. Grants Committee Report: Laura Faulkner ’10 


c. Finance Committee Report: Kelly Wynveen ’11 
KELLY WYNVEEN: We are in the process of re-writing our internal procedures , off of which we will base our decisions.  Audits begin next week, we will be meeting with Mike McKenna.



d. Communications Committee Report: Chris Conroy ’13 
CHRIS CONROY: We have a newsletter, the articles in it include one about MLC, the alcohol stance, Walter Wright’s presentation and the Open Forum on Security.

LAURA HANSEN: We need to have a name, otherwise we will keep the “CUSC Moment”, but it’s not very interesting or catchy.  Also, we would like input on distribution methods.  WE thought that the best way would be to have either class reps or residence reps email it through their listserves.  Additionally, we will put a .pdf copy on the website and on the door of the office.

DAVID LEBOEUF: “A Minute With CUSC”

BILLY ADAMS: The Cougar.  The name is totally underused.  Who wouldn’t pick it up?

ALI CANINO: Not mailbox stuffing; use email.

LAURA HANSEN: Cougar with a Boston accent?

MIKE MCKENNA: “Cougahhh”

JEAN DAO: I have faith in the student body that they will understand the joke.

MIKE MCKENNA: I was joking.  Put that in the minutes.



e. Organizational Committee Report: Jean Dao ’12 
JEAN DAO: I’m a fool and can’t type, it’s not the Invisible Children Haunted House; it’s the Invisible Children Variety Show and separately, the Multi-cultural Haunted House.  Also, we have the results of the survey.
6. Judiciary Committee: Peter Lewis ’11
CORY COOSE: We are going over charters
7. Operations Report


a. President: Ifrad Islam ’10 
IFRAD ISLAM: I gave a presentation about CUSC to the Board of Trustees; it went well, thanks to those of you who came.  They liked our initiatives; the Graduate Student Council especially complimented us.  Student Affairs talked about diversity in recruiting and retaining ALANA students especially.  Trustee Liaisons will come in soon to report.  


Email listserves and referenda have no guidelines, can use when you want.  Publicize not let personal viewpoints be known cant campaign, in the bylaws.

KELLY WYNVEEN: Can I get one?

IFRAD ISLAM: ITS is notoriously slow to activate them through the tech activation forms; usually takes about a month, so you should get it soon.

CARSON STEVENS: Extend referenda to security cameras?  

SAM RUBIN: All can vote on the referenda. 

IFRAD ISLAM: Everyone can vote on the referenda, only people in Blackstone and in Clark Houses can vote for their respective representatives.

MIKE MCKENNA: Email elections, voter database, international student rep poll

IFRAD ISLAM: All vote on 2 questions.



b. Vice-President: Billy Adams ’11 
BILLY ADAMS: Nothing to report, thanks to the Organizational Committee for their work



c.  Secretary: Laura Hansen ’12 
LAURA HANSEN: We will email the newsletter to you by the end of the week; please send it to your constituents.



d. Treasurer: David LeBoeuf ’12 
DAVID LEBOEUF: I Love the Grants and Finance Committees, thanks to everyone else as well.
8. New Business

a. Zip Car 

IFRAD ISLAM: We won’t discuss the Zip Car issue today; bring up in next meeting.  Next week discuss the initiative and answer any questions.  I am sending a document tonight about how it will work.  Zip car sent me a proposition, but it was unclear so I called them and compiled into a legible document; I will send it tonight.  Please read it before next meeting.  If all are in favor, we plan to move forward quickly.  I will also send wording of all documents discussed in the meeting to everyone tonight.


b. Next meeting: Trustee Liaisons + Portal Staff 
IFRAD ISALM: Reached out to the Liaisons, asked them to please prepare their reports and come to the meeting.  Next meeting we will be joined by Bill Caulway and Tracey Axelson, the staff for the portal to discuss feedback.

LAURA HANSEN: Could we try to get the Liaisons sooner rather than later just so everyone in CUSC is on the same page as to where we are in terms of the Board and their initiatives and what they have decided?  Thanks Ifrad for reaching out, know you can’t control when they come.
9. Last Words 
MIKE MCKENNA: Share feedback, E-Board choices, good job, informed, transparent, appreciate.  Shomari Rose and Himal Jayasekara built listserves.  Could I please see the E-Board and Jean Dao after the meeting?

CHRIS CONROY: Received questions through my listserv; lighting gone out on a path, who can I talk to?

IFRAD ISLAM: Tell the police.  Look on the CUSC website for the link.

MIKE MCKENNA: Light pole out, email Paul Bottis.  Issues with sprinkler system.

CHRIS CONROY: Self-defense classes?

JEAN DAO: There are classes.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: No space this semester. 

CHRIS CONROY: Can we organize student-wide debate for referenda?

IFRAD ISLAM: Had open forum with the police, gave opportunity to discuss.  If they still have concerns, bring to you and concentrate on constituents gave large public program.

SAM RUBIN: Could I talk to Carson Stevens and Mike McKenna after the meeting?

IFRAD ISLAM: Could I see the E-Board after the meeting?  Tonight we passed 2 referenda to appear on the ballot, as well as a stance that could change the culture at Clark.  Discussed printing policy and passed 3 Grant Committee allocations for substantial amounts of money.  This is the most effective CUSC has been in 4 hours. Kudos

LAURA HANSEN: Thanks to everyone who stayed; we understand that the meeting take a long time and you all have a lot to do, but it means a lot that you stay and try to find constructive solutions.

ALI CANINO: Motion to adjourn.



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA



MOTION PASSED – 1 ABSTENTION (SAM RUBIN)

Meeting Adjourned at 11:45 pm
