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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, October 21st, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)

Call to Order 8:08 pm

1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen ’12


2. Reading and Approval of Minutes from October 14th, 2009: Laura Hansen ’12

IFRAD ISLAM: Before we start the reading and Approval of the minutes, I would like to bring up a concern from the E-Board and Judiciary Committee about respect.  Everyone on Council has been elected as a representative for the student body, and deserves respect.  It is rare in our meetings that someone does not make a comment that is disrespectful in some way or another to another representative, gallery member, organization, etc.  Your body language and comments should show respect for other peoples ideas, even if you personally disagree with them.  This is especially true as sometimes older members can get frustrated with newer members and gallery observers, and we must all remember not to ever talk down to anyone with less understanding.  We all must be supportive of each other because we are a team.  

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to approve the Minutes from October 14, 2009



SECOND HAKEEM HINDI



MOTION PASSED

3. Public Comments


a. Public Hearing about Proposed Events Alcohol Policy

IFRAD ISLAM: Jacob Nathan is here, as well as Stu Gerhardt from Dining Services.  The Alcohol Policy timeline is that today we will have a discussion to gather more information, which we will use to shape our stance.  The E-Board will draft a stance and approve it in council next week.  The floor is now open for discussion.

CHRIS CONROY: Every constituent I asked was concerned if people should drink or not.

JENNI ADAMS: I’m the president of Students Advocating for Safe Choices, and we wanted to voice our concern.  There are a lot of people on campus who go to the UC specifically because it is an alcohol-free environment.  Having alcohol events could be detrimental to those who have had a very serious personal experience with it, or people who have suffered because of family issues, etc.  Many people do attend these events because they want a safe environment.

BILLY ADAMS: I’m concerned about the number of events that would serve alcohol and the effect upon the people who choose to abstain.  Also, this will be draining funds from the Grants Committee.  An organization who might want to bring a band to campus as well as serve alcohol would have to get police detail, etc, and the increased cost might result in them bringing a band of lower quality.  This has an effect on Student Activities money, and means there are more likely to be more requisitions to pay for these extra details.

IFRAD ISLAM: I have similar concerns.  The implication the this policy might have on an organization like PEC might be along the line of instead of having 10 events per semester they would only have 8, and the money from the 2 forgone events would fund alcohol.  Additionally, the quality of the event, as Billy Adams mentioned.  I have also asked Mike McKenna to speak about this initiative tonight as the head of Student Leadership & Programming, not as out Advisor.

MIKE MCKENNA: I would like to clarify, money cannot be spent on alcohol.  There would be redistributive costs that would have affects.  For example, there must be 1 bartender per 100 people, and they cost $100.00 a night, as well as a certain amount of food and non-alcoholic drinks.  The money requested would be used to cover these costs, not of the alcohol directly, but there would still be indirect costs.

CHRIS CONROY: Is the alcohol non-profitable for Dining Services?

STU GERHARDT: The Grind and ____ are the only locations on campus that are lisenced for alcohol.  Dining Services carries the license, and it is in my name.  We would bring in trained bartenders.  The costs of beer would be $2.00, for wine $3.00 and for soda $1.00.  We don’t make a lot of money off of this, and it mostly covers our costs.

SAM RUBIN: As the Senior Class Rep, my constituents are almost all over 21, and this would massively increase their attendance on campus events.  This turns into a discussion of if we spend money on events that no one shows up to vs. spending money to attract people to events.

BILLY ADMAS: I thought that they served wine in Dana Commons?

STU GERHARDT: That was a 1-day license.

BILLY ADAMS: I’m confused about the SAF money used for alcohol indirectly.  They would be going back to the Grants Committee, so essentially, we are contributing to the cost.

MIKE MCKENNA: That is an argument that can be made.  If a group consistently holds events with alcohol, they would have to cut costs somehow to pay for food and drinks, and would have less money for other shows.  It would probably be necessary for requests to be made for events serving.  

JESSIE SMITH: This could be good because the event would not be out of control, and it could be good for underage drinkers to see alcohol be used responsibly and have it become a positive experience.  

JACOB NATHAN: Hypothetically speaking, if CUSC decided to change the bylaws for SAF to spend money on alcohol, would it violate the Dining Service contract if groups could purchase and pay the bartenders themselves?

MIKE MCKENNA: That would be beyond the scope of organizations.  A wholesaler only would work with someone who has a license, and you can only get a license if you work with a wholesaler.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Anyone can get a 1-day permit, but the licensing committee at City Hall doesn’t like giving them out.  

CHRIS CONROY: Some people feel uncomfortable with alcohol, is there any assurance events won’t have alcohol?

SHOMARI ROSE: Many people do go to events.  Not every club will be serving, especially with the cost.  What bothers me is that clubs will use alcohol to make their event seem more attractive.

LAURA FAULKNER: This would definitely raise the number of special requests and the amounts of the special requests because basic costs will be required that the clubs’ budgets cannot cover.  Is the cost of more special budget requests worth the benefit of bringing in more students of age?

MIKE MCKENNA: The city does not permit requests for 1 day licenses.  Students ask for one event, not semester, not sure.

HAANEE TYEBALLY: I agree with Jenni Adams, would it be possible to limit the number of events with alcohol?

SAM RUBIN: Alcohol related events don’t have to be approved by the Grants Committee.

LISA JOHNSON: Would students under 21 have access to the alcohol served?  It would be easy to get rid of Xs on hands and wristbands.

JACOB NATAHN: The state requires that bartenders check ID at the bar.  It wouldn’t be easy, and a fake ID is a felony, and students should be aware of the consequences.  There is a study by the Harvard School of Public Health that shows that on-campus drinking reduces and deters underage and binge drinking and enforces the consequences of breaking laws.  Off-campus is where most people report underage and binge drinking.  

CHRIS CONROY: Could clubs use profit from drinks to pay for the license?

MIKE MCKENNA: It is built into the formula; serving drinks equals the cost of drinks.  We don’t pay for the liquor license, it is held by Dining Services.  

IFRAD ISLAM: There is an indirect cost of alcohol at an event, such as a police, which is $40.00 an hour, for a minimum of 4 hours, and at least 1 bartender per 100 people, which is $100.00 a night. 

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: If we put a cap on the number of events per semester that can serve alcohol, it might be that people put too much of an emphasis on events with alcohol.

BILLY ADAMS: As an RA, I am happy because this would discourage irresponsible drinking in residence halls.  However, would not support alcohol being served at Spree Day.  There should be an emphasis on students who don’t drink and those for whom alcoholism is a painful topic.

KELLY WYNVEEN: A cap on the number of events is not necessary.  It would be difficult to host an event with alcohol, and there are enough steps.  This is well-written

IFRAD ISLAM: Our discussion is only about our stance on the overall issue.  The details would be coordinated by Student Leadership and Programming.

MIKE MCKENNA: Goal in stance to clarify.  This policy is in its infant stages of development, and is a long way from being implicated.  The earliest would be next year.  I would encourage you to either support the initiative or not, but not actually review the policy.  This policy could change, as the Deans have to discuss it and logistics could, and invariably will, change.

HAKEEM HINDI: If there were a cap, who would decide?  Would there be a cap committee?

JACOB NATHAN: About the policy, the 3 Deans have seen it.  The next 2 steps are waiting for CUSC’s stance and go over with other Deans and then the school’s lawyers.  It didn’t seem like a very far-off option.

MIKE MCKENNA: too specific, i.e., event manager, Encourage CUSC not to commit to something so specific.  Review.  Not one more step, there is a group of people, Stu Gerhardt, myself, lots of implications.

CHRIS CONROY: If something were to happen, who would be liable?  The president of that club?

MIKE MCKENNA: Everyone, Stu Gerhardt, SL&P, the president of the club, the university, etc.  If the policy were violated, everyone involved would be held liable.

IFRAD ISLAM: I would like to ask Council, in terms of the stance drafted by the E-Board for next week, what would you like to see?  General, specific?

SHOMARI ROSE: If we decide to support it, would we implement rules that could later be penalized for?

CHRIS CONROY: Responsible in decision, not allow anything detrimental.

SAM RUBIN: There are three options; support change in policy, not support it, or do nothing.  We have had this conversation 2 times and it is getting repetitive.  We should decide something or move on.

LAURA FAULKNER: Vote on whether or not to endorse policy.

BILLY ADMAS: We should investigate, especially the point that Jenni brought up and see how we can make it more sensitive.

JESSIE SMITH: Could we have an online poll with questions on each of the key issues?  We could see what it is that people have issue with.

DAVID LEBOEUF: If would be beneficial to come up with a general point that CUSC agrees upon.  

IFRAD ISLAM: Tonight I will take the main points and prepare a survey to comment on each of the main points, and an open comment box for all of them.  I will send the results on Monday.

JESSIE SMITH: Will you email it tonight?

IFRAD ISLAM: Yes, I will be up until 2.  Please send your answers to me before tomorrow at noon.

4. Committee Reports:









a. Grants Committee Report: Laura Faulkner ’10

LAURA FAULKNER: For tonight’s Grants Committee’s recommendations, I tried to include more details in the attachment, like the rationale for the specific amount.  Anyone is welcome to sit in on a Grants Committee meeting, please drop by.  Also, groups are having a hard time finding co-sponsorship financially because everyone has constraints in that area.  


That said, on behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $560.00 to Mass Power Shift, with the money coming from the Activism Fund and granting a 4 week waiver. 



SECOND KELLY WYNVEEN

LAURA FAULKNER: This is for a leadership campaign to pass a bill for 100 percent clean energy in Massachusetts within 10 years.  The group plans on sleeping outside for 1 week on the Green and every Sunday night in Boston Commons.  They plan to send about 10 people to Boston every Sunday.  It costs $16.00 to get into Boston, time 10 the total is $160.00 a week.  The Grants Committee decided that they could not fund the entire cost because the Activism Fund gets depleted quickly, so we thought half would be an appropriate amount.

BILLY ADAMS: Hypothetically, if they got sick, would we be held responsible?

MIKE MCKENNA: They would need a really good lawyer.

LAURA FAULKNER: The group asked for miscellaneous amounts; they weren’t really sure how many people would go, 10 was their approximation.



MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to motion to allocate $1,200.00 to the Asian Culture Society for their annual Multicultural Haunted House event, with the money coming from Quarter 2 and the 4 week waiver granted.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: ACS hosts this event every year; because of budget cuts they needed additional funding.  They had a change in their leadership, which is why the 4 week waiver was granted.  They need to get everything for the Haunted House—makeup, costumes, food and drinks, which was in their request.  They have found co-sponsorship with LASO, who gave them $200.00 and another $300.00 through the co-sponsorship facilitation survey.  The Grants Committee thought that having them pay $300.00 was reasonable.  

ABHIJEET SRUNGABARABU: Treasurer of ACS.  ACS has other events in the year, especially the Chinese New Year, which is a huge event.  We recently had the Moon Festival.  Initially our budget was $1,700.00, and New Year costs about $700.  This event would strain our budget and cause us to cut back on other events, we would appreciate a little more money.  Otherwise, we might have to cut line dancers from the New Year.

HUDSON AIKEN: I’m designing the Haunted House this year, we requested $2,000.00 and you gave us $1,200.00, maybe we could meet more in the middle?  Last year’s Haunted House was not as organized as this one is, so the money we are using will be going farther.  We are also re-using some of the supplies from last year.  Our theme is Alice in Wonderland.

SAM RUBIN: If they are maintaining their costumes, shouldn’t that come from the Equipment Fund?  Also, why are there so many 4 week waivers?  Every week there are several.

LAURA FAULKNER: There are so many waivers because in the beginning of the year we are more lenient, but we hope it won’t persist.  In this case, there was a change in leadership, which they could not control.  At the beginning of the year clubs are still looking at how to plan events for the year, so the first 2 months are acceptable for waivers.

DAVID LEBOUEF: The Internal Procedures for the committee make it clear how to qualify for a waiver; they are not just given out on a whim.

HAANEE TYEBALLY: Its possible for ACS to apply for a special budget request next semester.  

HUDSON AIKEN: Contribute equally

JESSIE SMITH: Is the event free?

JEAN DAO: Yes.

CHRIS CONROY: First year moon festival?  Re-use?

JEFF LE: We are using some supplies from last year, but because we have a theme, we need to buy some new things too.  How does a special budget request work, how likely would we be to get the money?

LAURA FAULKNER: I can’t speak for the Grants Committee, but we like to see that groups contribute as much as they get in co-sponsorship, and it is taken into consideration.

PETER LEWIS: I would like to make a general comment about everyone paying attention to the course of the conversation, to avoid repletion and stay relevant.

SAM RUBIN: Change number ent request  PCF co-sponsorship, Grants Committee



MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to motion to allocate $100.00 to South Asian Students Association to help cover the costs of renting Tilton for their Eid and Diwali Dinner, with the money coming from Quarter 2.

SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA FAULKNER: Despite budget cuts they have contributed a lot to the cost, and asked for a little, which we thought was reasonable.

SHOMARI ROSE: Why do they have to pay to rent Tilton?

IFRAD ISLAM: Pay for set-up costs there.



MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to motion to allocate $1,500.00 to the Volleyball Club to pay for their coaching fee costs, with the money coming from Quarter 3.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: Their club has considerably more membership, which has raised their league fees; they only have a budget of $1,000.00, and their new fees are $900.00, leaving them with only $100.00 which is not much.  They are asking for support to pay their coach, without which they can’t function.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Is the team co-ed?

IFRAD ISLAM: It’s a club sport, they are all co-ed.

JEANNIEE LEE: We are co-ed, anyone can join, and we participate in the New England Collegiate Volleyball League.

MIKE MCKENNA: I have to ask you to table this motion; the club has not turned in all of its club forms.  On my end, the account is frozen until they are turned in.  

SAM RUBIN: Motion to table the request until the requirements are fulfilled.



SECOND SHOMARI ROSE



MOTION PASSED – 1 ABSTENTION (LAURA FAULKNER)

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to motion to allocate $105.00 to Invisible Children, so they can attend “Gulu Walk” in Boston, with the money coming from the Activism Fund.



SECOND HAKEEM HINDI

LAURA FAULKNER: Invisible Children is attending Gulu Walk in Boston.  They had planned to take the SLP bus that was going to Salem to save on transportation costs, but they were just told that the bus is full.  Instead, they plan to rent a van from Clark, which will be $50.00 upfront, and then $40.00 for a driver for 9 hours, and approximately $10.00 for gas.



MOTION PASSED – 2 ABSTENTIONS (ALI CANINO, DAVID LEBOEUF)

IFRAD ISLAM: We will now move to Item 6 on our Agenda.

IFRAD ISLAM: This is the third week that we have included the MLC Bylaw on the Agenda.  We have discussed the options, what their logic was to choose the path that they did.  I would entertain a motion to un-table the item.

ALI CANINO: Motion to un-table the MLC Bylaw proposed.

PETER LEWIS: The person who originally made the motion to introduce it has to make the motion to un-table it.

IFRAD ISLAM: That was Himal Jayasekara.

PETER LEWIS: We need to know who made the original motion for it and who seconded it.

IFRAD ISLAM: I would entertain a motion for a 10 minute recess so that we can look up who made the original motion.  Is there any further discussion before voting?

CHRIS CONROY: If the bylaw passes tonight, do they automatically get 3.5% of SAF?

IFRAD ISLAM: if it passes, it will take effect in the 2011 Fiscal Year.  Tonight we are only deciding if we are making this bylaw part of our legislation.

SAM RUBIN: This isn’t about the validity of MLC, only the bylaw.

IFRAD ISLAM: That’s a good point; this is specifically about legislation, very different from MLC as a whole.

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to table the motion for 10 minutes.



SECOND JESSIE SMITH



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: The rules are suspended for 10 minutes

IFRAD ISLAM: At 9:56 I call this meeting back to order, Laura Hansen, roll call please.

LAURA HANSEN: Roll Call
DAVID LEBOUEF: Motion to un-table the proposed bylaw



SECOND CHRIS CONROY



MOTION PASSED

ALI CANINO: I withdraw my motion to discuss the MLC Bylaw

IFRAD ISLAM: Himal Jayasekara made the original motion to introduce the legislation

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Motion to approve the MLC Bylaw



SECOND SHOMARI ROSE

IFRAD ISLAM: We are now voting on approving the legislation.

CHRIS CONROY: If they get 3% of the SAF, is the number of enrolled students goes up, will they get more money?

AMELIA NAJJAR: It would be proportional to the total SAF.

DAVID LEBOEUF: The SAF won’t increase unless the student body does, it depends on enrollment.

JESSIE SMITH: The money you charge for attendance you don’t say where it goes to.

SHOMARI ROSE: How much discomfort comes from the 3%, and how much more comfortable would people be if it were lower?

CHRIS CONROY: A lot.

SAM RUBIN: We aren’t here to discuss the amount, this is only procedural.

CHRIS CONROY: But if there are more students, then they would be getting extra money.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Any money they don’t use will be returned to CUSC.

JESSIE SMITH: About how much is 3%?

IFRAD ISLAM: Currently, $19,200.00.

DAVID LEBOEUF: We aren’t discussing the amount, only the procedure.  Just like to point out that a bylaw doesn’t provide any protection; a referenda would give them a 1 year period of time until revision where it couldn’t be touched.  In theory, we could vote out this bylaw tomorrow.  This is only immediate relief.

IFRAD ISLAM: Hypothetically, it could be revoked.  

SHOMARI ROSE: A solution is needed by the end of the semester.

SAM RUBIN: Motion to divide the house.



MOTION FAILS (11 No, 4 YES)

IFRAD ISLAM: If you want to be on the ballot for referenda, we need you to draft the question by next week’s meeting.  Anyone on CUSC can help you, but it should be polished before its brought before us; if it isn’t approved in council, then it can’t go on the ballot.  However, you can become a club at any point, and there is no deadline for that.  Because of the seriousness of the issue, whatever path you choose, you should do it as quickly as possible.  

MIKE MCKENNA: If it isn’t approved in Council, or you’re not ready by then you can get a special election by collecting ¼ of the student body’s signatures.  I can talk you through the process if you need this.  

IFRAD ISLAM: Thank you for coming.

a. Elections Committee: Carson Stevens ’13

CARSON STEVENS: Motion to confirm Dan Moynihan to the Grants Committee, Ali Canino to the Faculty Steering Committee, Tamana Patel as the Administrative Liaison, Ali Canino to the Academic Affairs Trustee Committee, and Christina Geller to the Academic Affairs Trustee Committee.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

DAVID LEBOUEF: Like to note that this is the first time the Grants Committee has been full in 2 years.



MOTION PASSED – 1 ABSTENION (ALI CANINO)

CARSON STEVENS: The special elections are Monday November 16th to Tuesday November 17th.  Petitions are due on November 2nd.

IFRAD ISLAM: The referenda deadline is next week.  The security cameras question will be on the ballot.  We need the final verdict, the Elections Committee is drafting the question.

b. Finance Committee Report: Kelly Wynveen ’11

KELLY WYNVEEN: The Finance Committee met Monday, we have great plans and will report back.

c. Communications Committee Report: Chris Conroy ’13

CHRIS CONROY: The Communications Committee met last night, we discussed the newsletter, articles and a new title

d. Organizational Committee Report: Jean Dao ’12

JEAN DAO: There are 2 PCF allocations; $300.00 to Asian Culture Society for their Haunted House, and $250.00 for CUSPR for their speaker.  We put 2 postings in the office about the Health and Wellness and Fitness, and are looking for information before we make a report.

5. Judiciary Committee: Peter Lewis ’11

PETER LEWIS: We will be working on Charters for the next 3 and a half weeks.  Just a reminder to keep comments ethical and respectful and keep emotions in check.

JESSIE SMITH: Could you tell people discreetly after the meeting if they have been doing so?  People may not realize.

6. Unfinished Business









a. Millennium Leadership Conference Proposed Bylaw
7. Operations Report:









a. Operations Reports:

i. President: Ifrad Islam ’10

IFRAD ISLAM: The Board of Trustees are meeting this Friday, there is a schedule attached to the Agenda.  Everyone is encouraged to attend.  This Friday the focus will be very much on undergraduates.  Tonight Tracey Axelson, the main person behind the portal was going to speak to us, but because we had a long agenda, I asked if they could be pushed to next week, so they will be here November 4th.  This is an important presentation.  The Open Forum tonight was good, and there was a lot of important information shared, would appreciate if everyone could spread the word of how cameras would be used, especially how they will not be used for identifying students.

ii. Vice-President: Billy Adams ’11

BILLY ADAMS: Nothing to report

iii. Secretary: Laura Hansen ’12

LAURA HANSEN: Nothing to report.
iv. Treasurer: David LeBoeuf ’12

DAVID LEBOEUF: If anyone knows a Treasurer who is not trained, please tell them to contact me immediately.  They need to get signing rights before audits begin.  Motion to recognize the student organization ‘Chevere’.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

MIKE MCKENNA: What is this group?

DAVID LEBOEUF: It’s a Spanish newspaper.  There are 20-25 students in liberal arts, development, basically all genres.  90 percent of the articles are in Spanish, the others in Spanglish.  They already have 18 articles written and a faculty advisor and university recognition.

BILLY ADAMS: I’m very excited to have a foreign language newspaper on campus.

SAM RUBIN: Have they submitted their charter to be checked by Judiciary?

PETER LEWIS: No.

MIKE MCKENNA: They need to get back to us with the Charter, they have received a template from SL&P.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I withdraw my motion.  Motion to re-confirm Bylaw 501.



SECOND JEAN DAO

DAVID LEBOEUF: PCF is working well, and is a good funding source.

BILLY ADAMS: It’s very efficient, I totally approve.



MOTION PASSED

8. New Business

None
9. Last Words










IFRAD ISLAM: These are the last 10 days of October; student organization meetings are going well.  After the meeting could I see Jean Dao, the Elections Committee and the E-Board.

MIKE MCKENNA: I just want to clarify how referenda come about.  A question is drafted to pose to the student body.  It states the situation, and poses the question do you support funding, a yes vote means this and a no vote means that.  Any organization can get help from CUSC and me.  The Judiciary Committee needs to see the wording to make sure its meets the standards.  They can skip the last step of 2/3 CUSC approval if they can get ¼ of the signatures of the student body to hold a special election.  My hope would be that if this were brought before CUSC they would approve it so that it could be on the special election ballot.  They have had a lot of problems and worked hard to resolve them and deserve their day in court.  After the meeting could I see David LeBoeuf and the Elections Committee.

IFRAD ISLAM: Next week we will be voting on placing the referenda on the ballot.  

BILLY ADAMS: Thanks everyone for sticking with us for so long, we started at 6 pm with the Open Forum.  These have been some heavy topics and we all need to keep working together.  This weekend, OPEN is going to Maine to campaign for Question #1 about gay marriage.

CHRIS CONROY: How Clark Works.  Annual Event Fund?

IFRAD ISLAM: Creative solution, not short term.  Tonight I will be sending a poll about the alcohol policy, please send it to me quickly.  

SAM RUBIN: Thanks to Laura Hansen for taking all the minutes; it’s a lot of work.

HAKEEM HINDI: Move to adjourn the meeting.



SECOND JEAN DAO



MOTION PASSED – 1 ABSTENTION (SAM RUBIN)

Meeting adjourned at 10:09 pm.

Wednesday, October 21, 2009
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