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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, September 30th, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)

Call to Order

1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen ‘12

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes from September 23, 2009: Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN:  Reads Minutes
BILLY ADAMS: Motion to approve the Minutes



SECOND HAKEEM HINDI



MOTION PASSED

3. Public Comments
4. Operations Reports

a. President: Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: We have received the results of the Fall Election from Big Pulse and have notified the candidates.  I would entertain a motion to ratify the results.

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to ratify the election results, with the exception of Blackstone, Dodd, Clark Houses and Minority representatives



SECOND LAURA HANSEN

ALI CANINO: Can we vote with all of the positions grouped together?

PETER LEWIS: Yes.

BILLY ADAMS: For the positions that we are not voting for, the reason is that the winner has yet to be declared because there was no one running for the positions, and we have different rules about the write-in candidates.

DAVID LEBOEUF: The Bylaws say that write-in candidates have 48 hours after the election ends to submit an expense report, and have to be notified, which we have done.  If they don’t submit a report, they are disqualified from the race, and we have to run the results through IRV again.



MOTION PASSED

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to table 

IFRAD ISLAM: Billy Adams and I met with Dean Wright at 8:30 this morning.  He is coming on the 14th to talk to CUSC about the Affirmative Action Committee, the Undergraduate Academic Board and why there are no reading days this semester and how the student body will be compensated.  


Katie Baer is the new media coordinator for CUSC.  Starting next week she will be filming all of our meetings and they will be broadcasted on the TV display every Monday.


The Worcester Inter-collegiate Government meeting is this Friday, all other student government presidents from other colleges in the consortium will get together and speak about the issues that we are trying to resolve individually and around Worcester.

b. Vice-President: Billy Adams ‘11
BILLY ADAMS: I have talked to Dean Morrison about speaking to CUSC.  Ifrad Islam and I met with Dean Darrigrand and 2 professors in the Psychology Department to who did research on sexual assaults on campus and how to report and prevent them.

c. Secretary: Laura Hansen ‘12
LAURA HANSEN: The election went smoothly; Big Pulse is a fantastic company to work with.  

d. Treasurer: David LeBoeuf ‘12
DAVID LEBOEUF: Nothing to report.
5. Committee Reports

a. Elections Committee: Hakeem Hindi ‘11

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to appoint the names on the second page of the Agenda.
SECOND JULIAN KRONICK

PETER LEWIS: Could you read aloud the names so that they go in the minutes?

HAKEEM HINDI: The appointments are as follows; 

Angelica Surra - Judiciary Committee

Andrew Young – Judiciary Committee

Nicole Schutte – Assistant Treasurer

Karra Morneault – Commencement Committee (Administrative Committee)

Brian Hanna – Undergraduate Athletic Board (Administrative Committee)

Aaron Fenster – Senior Trustee Liaison (Trustee Committee)

Heather Mackenzie – Environment Committee (Trustee Committee)

Brendan Golubjatnikov – Environment Committee (Trustee Committee)

Holly Jones – Shareholders Responsibility (Trustee Committee)

Also, there are 2 spots on the Grants Committee that need to be filled now that Kelly has been elected and another member has resigned.  

MOTION PASSED

b. Grants Committee Report: Laura Faulkner ‘10

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $960.00 to the Office of Intercultural Affairs for their Team Hoyt event, with the money coming from Quarter 1, with the condition that the group negotiate a better budget contribution from OIA as they currently pay for the work-study students to work the event, but not the event itself.
SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: The original request was for $2,060.00; we decided to allocate $900.00.  Speakers Forum is giving $1,000.00 and CUSC gave $100.00.  The Grants committee gave the amount on the condition that they negotiate the office’s contribution.  They are paying $500.00 to work-study students, suggest that they re-examine that cost, possibly try to recruit student volunteers.

MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $700.00 to CUSPR to help support DAM, a Palestinian hip-hop group, with the money coming from Quarter 1.
SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: Clark University Students for Palestinian Rights wants to hold an event in a few weeks, and bring a hip-hop group from Palestine to the Grind.  Initially they asked for $3,500.00, however they haven’t heard back from PEC and Speaker’s Forum.  The Grants Committee can hold the request for now until they hear back about funds other sources can provide, or we can allocate an amount now, and if they need more they can come back for additional funds.

HOLLY JONES: CUSPR hasn’t heard back from the others yet; we had a meeting with the Students Activities Board but don’t know how much they can give.  We are asking for a large amount now, and later work that number down, but we need financial security to figure out what we are doing.  Aside from the hip-hop group, we are having a question and answer session and a movie showing.  We have asked Student Activities Board, Clark University Film Society, Major Events Committee and BEC for co-sponsorship.

BILLY ADAMS: How much money have you raised already?

HOLLY JONES: We have $550.00 from our budget and $250.00 from Programming Co-sponsorship Fund

ALI CANINO: How much more do you need?

ZAID AMR: The total cost is $4,500.00

ALI CANINO: This is the full amount, but when will you get back to us with how much you have been able to raise?

ZAID AMR: As soon as possible

HOLLY JONES: We are meeting with the Student Activities Board next Monday, as well as Speaker’s Forum.  They usually give out larger sums, so we are not sure.  PEC meets on Thursdays, so we might be able to get some money tomorrow.

LAURA HANSEN: Do you know about the co-sponsorship facilitation form?

HOLLY JONES: We tried that and we had a email back from CASA and they were really confused.

DAVID LEBOUEF: That’s because when you select that you are a cultural group, it sends your request to all other cultural groups on campus.

LAURA FAULKNER: The total amount for the performance and transportation is $3,500.00, the Grants Committee can’t pay for transportation costs, do you have the exact amount for the performance only?

HOLLY JONES: The group will be in Providence on the 16th, which lowers their transportation cost to Clark, but they give a flat fee of $3,500.00 and don’t breakdown the results

ALI CANINO: I feel bad giving them this amount if they don’t hear back from Speaker’s Forum, what are the options of tabling the request until they know more?

ZAID AMR: Table, option at the moment

DAVID LEBOEUF: If we allocate all $700.00 now, they can still come back for more money, but this would at least give them a secure amount for now.

BILLY ADAMS: If the total amount for the event is $4,500.00, and your request is for $3,700.00, where does the additional money come from?

ZAID AMR: We are giving $300.00 from our budget.

BILLY ADAMS: And the remainder?  

HOLLY JONES: We made the original request not knowing the full cost, we never intended the full amount to come from the Grants Committee, we expect to get a sizable amount from Speaker’s Forum.

MIKE MCKENNA: I think you should clarify the additional expenses, backline, specific date, fly on plane. To answer Ali Canino’s question, you have three options.  You can table the request until next week, as David LeBouef suggested, you can allocate more as needed later, or you can allocate more now on the condition that they give back a certain amount depending on the amount of co-sponsorship they get later.  

LAURA FAULKNER: $700.00 is a reasonable amount to support them, but it’s not the best idea to front more money.  It would be better to keep searching and we can later allocate more instead of holding the request or stipulating that they give us money back.

MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $800.00 to SPOC to subsidize ticket costs for King Richards Faire, with the money coming from Quarter 1.
SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: Science-fiction People of Clark (SPOC) is asking for money to support them sending students to King Richard’s Faire, a medieval festival.  They want to buy tickets for 50 people at $22.00 each, and charge $5.00 for students.  They are using $50.00 from their budget.  The Grants Committee fulfilled their request, but would like them to re-construct their budget, as they have this event every year and never include it in their financial planning.

GREG JESKEY: SPOC also pays for the transport to the fair, which is $500.00 more.  We have been tabling for 2 days and already have 32 spots filled.  It is an annual event, but the cost always changes, and the main event in our budget is the Masquerade Ball, and the cost is always changing for that too.

MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $1,000.00 to OPEN to help cover the costs of their attendance at a series of workshops and panels associated with the National Equality March in Washington D.C., with the money coming from the Activism Fund.
SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA FAULKNER: OPEN attended the national equality march in Washington D.C., workshops, bus hotel.  It is complicated because initial $1428.00 from the Activism Fund, which has $6,000.00 in it in total, so this would use up as sizable amount.  We think that $1,000.00 is a very reasonable amount.

HILLARY GLEASON: The national organization is heading the bus and hotel, covering the bus there and housing for the night.  If we have 2 people in each room, it will be $129.00, for the second person it is $89.00, use budget.  Students are contributing money to get to and from Boston as well as all food expenses.  This is the cheapest option that we could come up with.

MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $1,000.00 to Yoga @ Clark U to cover the costs of a guest instructor and t-shirts, with the money coming from Quarter 1.
SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA FAULKNER: Budget request are the reason that the Grants Committee was created.  Yoga at Clark U is not a student organization, it is run by one person working with Jason Zolesky.  Their request is for $300.00 to teach yoga sessions by guest instructors that cost $100.00 a session, which is a good price.  Students can attend the sessions for free.  Additionally, $700.00 for t-shirts; they researched the price for the cheapest price available which came to $9.09 per shirt for 78 people.  The Grants Committee supports this request.

MOTION PASSED

c. Finance Committee Report: Jill Johnson ‘11/Julian Kronick ‘12

JULIAN KRONICK: Nothing to report.

d. Communications Committee Report: Katie McGonagle ‘12

KATIE MCGONAGLE: Himal Jayasekara and I worked on making a form for student organizations ask to be able to advertise on the TV, has them email the slides to cusc@clarku.edu 

e. Organizational Committee Report: Ali Canino ‘12

ALI CANINO: The PCF allocations were not included in the Agenda, the allocations are as follows; CUSPR requested $300.00 for general payment for Palestine Hip-Hop Marathon, PCF allocated $250.00; MGMT 100 – Stand Up for Kids Sock Drive requested $150.00 for Red Sox tickets as a prize and additional miscellaneous expenses, PCF allocated $150.00; Student Leadership & Programming requested $300.00 for a concert in the Grind, $150.00 for Lamp Attack and Wrighteous L each, PCF allocated $300.00; Invisible Children requested $160.00 for a police detail for their Car Wash Fundraiser, PCF allocated $160.00; MGMT 100 – Hunger Fest Benefit Concert requested $300.00 for a police detail ($160.00), sound technician ($100.00), and food and prizes ($40.00), PCF allocated $260.00.  The total amount request as of September 30, 2009 is $1,120.00 and the total amount remaining in the PCF budget is $8,015.00, not including the $5,000.00 Emergency Programming portion.

6. Judiciary Committee: Peter Lewis ‘11

PETER LEWIS: We have new members on Judiciary, glad to have them and training will begin immediately.

7. Unfinished Business

IFRAD ISLAM: I would like to ask Himal Jayasekara to report on the status of MLC, where they are now and if they need help with the Bylaw and/or other options.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: I talked to Victor, he didn’t imply that they had moved anywhere on the issue.

IFRAD ISLAM: I’m really happy with how our game is going, we have been very successful in getting people appointed to the Administrative and Trustee Committees.  We have all of the Trustee Committees except one.  The new assignments are as follows;

Laura Faulkner- Administrative Liaison (1 member0

Billy Adams- Affirmative Action and Sexual Respect Committee (1 member)

Himal Jayasekara- Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (1 member)

Hakeem Hindi- Convocation and Academic Orientation Committee (2 members)

Judiciary Committee- Faculty Steering Committee (2 members)

Laura Hansen and Billy Adams- Library Committee (2 members)

David LeBoeuf- Undergraduate Academic Board (1 member)

Ali Canino- Academic Affairs (1 member)

IFRAD ISLAM: Jacob Nathan met with Jason Zolesky, Jason is on board with reviewing Clark’s alcohol policy.  Jacob’s document lays policies and procedures, if implemented talks about which rules would have to be followed.  We will discuss this further next week in council.

8. New Business

LAURA HANSEN: I would like to make a motion to propose Bylaw 196 

SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA HANSEN: This bylaw would give more accountability for the spending of SAF money.  If the Treasurer thinks that a group is inappropriately spending money, he or she can refuse to sign the request.  However, the bylaw stipulates that they can only refuse if it falls under one of the three criteria.  Additionally, this provides for an increase in ethics, as they would have to justify their decision in writing. 
DAVID LEBOEUF: Laura Hansen and I talked about the concept.  Fees and expenditures not meeting, not using money spent benefitting club.  This gives the Treasurer the official ability to not sign off on budget requests if it follows any one of the three criteria; excessive spending, extraneous exclusive.  It requires the Treasurer to submit an explanation in writing to the Finance Committee, and if they disagree with the decision, they can appeal to council.  

BILLY ADAMS: Does is change anything in place now?

DAVID LEBOEUF: It gives more limits and checks in the system.  This way, if the Treasurer refuses to sign he or she has to explain why.

IFRAD ISLAM: Why appeal to joint committee?

DAVID LEBOEUF: Because all of them deal with money; the Organizational Committee understands the financial struggle that clubs are under, the Finance Committee understands the budgets and PCF understands why clubs are spending the way that they are.

ALI CANINO: Does this have a time limit?  What if the Treasurer says no, by when does the appeal have to happen?

PETER LEWIS: In theory a time limit is a good idea, however constitutionally, it is not necessary.

ALI CANINO: I would like to make a motion to amend Section 4 to say “all students right to appeal within 2 weeks receipt Treasurers notification, excluding school recognized holidays”

SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA HANSEN: It is a friendly amendment

BYLAW 196 PASSED – 1 ABSTENTION, DAVID LEBOEUF

IFRAD ISLAM: Fall Training is this Saturday, October 3, 2009 at 11 am.  Please make sure that you are on time, are there any questions?  The session will end approximately at 5 pm.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I would entertain a motion to approve Money Matters

ALI CANINO: Motion to approve Money Matters



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA

DAVID LEBOEUF: The only difference is that it is adapted to LINK and now includes what kinds of different funds are available through the Grants Committee, the qualifications of what the Grants Committee will pay for and what PCF will c0=sponsor.  Also allows for new Provisional Treasurer, monthly guidelines and tips and Bylaw 196.



MOTION PASSED

9. Last Words

LAURA HANSEN: The elections went very well, the official voter turnout was 40.2%, which is the highest that we have ever recorded.  

DAVID LE BOEUF: Treasurer training is next Wednesday at 6 pm in Grace.

MIKE MCKENNA: I would like to congratulate the E-Board on the very smooth elections.

ALI CANINO: Motion to adjourn

SECOND BILLY ADAMS

MOTION PASSED – 1 NO, HAKEEM HINDI

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm

