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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, September 16th, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)

Call To Order 9:10 pm

1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen ‘12

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes from September 16, 2009: Laura Hansen ‘12

ALI CANINO: Motion to waive the reading of minutes



SECOND BILLY ADAMS



MOTION PASSED

ALI CANINO: Motion to accept the Minutes



SECOND BILLY ADAMS



MOTION PASSED

3. Public Comments

4. Financial Matters

a. Grants Committee Report: Laura Faulkner ‘10

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $1,900.00 from Quarter 2 to the Millennium Leadership Conference to pay for the miscellaneous costs of their event (police detail, DJ, decorations, program booklet and advertisements)



SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA FAULKNER: This is an annual event, currently in the seventh year.  They requested $3,000.00 as it is an expensive conference.  The Grants Committee decided to cover one aspect of the conference within the $2,000.00 range, and decided to cover the miscellaneous items, for example the DJ and the police detail, which totaled to $1,900.00 to support MLC.



MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $500.00 from Quarter 2 to Tae Kwon Do for the expenses for the coach’s cost.



SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA FAULKNER: Tae Kwon Do has a $2,000.00 budget, but need an extra $500.00 to cover the cost of the coach that comes to teach the class.  As this will use all of their budget, we recommend that they come back to the Grants Committee if they need more money.

BILLY ADAMS: Will they be ok for the time being?

DAVID RESNICK: Yes.



MOTION PASSED

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $270.00 from Quarter 1 to Cycles of Change to cover the $90.00 individual cost of 3 people attending a bike maintenance workshop.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: There is a bike maintenance course in the Grind, the cost for each person is $90.00.  They were granted the 4 week waiver because the activity was sooner than expected, beginning tonight.  

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Is this in connection with the Cycles for Change Program?

LAURA FAULKNER: Yes,

ALISON TRULL: Two more spots opened up tonight, we wanted to send two more people, planned on asking for more money tonight.  The more people we have to maintain the bikes, the more sustainable the program will be.

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to amend the allocation to $450.00 to come from Quarter 1.



SECOND DAVID LEBOUEF

BILLY ADAMS: Cycles of Change is a great program, they have a great presence on campus, and this would help them in the long run.

DAVID LEBOUEF: The members of the Grants Committee love seeing people take the initiative to ask for money to spend on long-term investments, awesome program.



ADMENDMENT PASSED ( 1 ABSTENTION (LAURA FAULKNER)



MOTION PASSED

b. Finance Committee Report: Jill Johnson ‘11/ Julian Kronick ‘12

IFRAD ISLAM: As neither are present tonight, and didn’t say that they had anything for the agenda, we can assume that they have nothing to report.

IFRAD ISLAM: Would like to make a change to the Agenda and continue with Unfinished Business.  Himal Jayasekara, along with David LeBoeuf and Laura Hansen have been working with MLC to produce a bylaw.  They have had problems securing funding every year.  The bylaw is open to amendments, please don’t bother with logistics like punctuation, section number and bylaw number, the Judiciary Committee will integrate it if passed.  I would like to open the floor to discussion.

ALI CANINO: Where did the 3.5% come from?

AMELIA NAJJAR: 3.5% equals about $22,000.00, which is what the office budgeted as a necessary average amount based off of previous years.  It would pay for a 3-day conference.

IFRAD ISLAM: Work with $6

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: If the cost increases, does MLC plan on making up for the money that CUSC does not give?

AMELIA NAJJAR: We would probably contact the Provost or other departments.

ALI CANINO: Motion to approve the bylaw



SECOND LAURA FAULKNER

ALI CANINO; I have 2 questions.  First, can any student be a member?  And if so, how would they contact you?  I don’t remember any advertising for the committee or the conference, how would you encourage members to join?

AMELIA NAJJAR: We do advertise through the Office of Academic Advancement, the committee works through there.  

ALI CANINO: My second question is would this effect clubs?

DAVID LEBOEUF: If this bylaw were passed, when the Financial Committee is giving out the Student Activities Fund, immediately, a percentage would be taken off of the top, and only then would money be left for club budget allocations.  This would require CUSC to look at completely restructuring the financial system and would definitely lower the budgets of all other clubs.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Would this bylaw take effect immediately?

IFRAD ISLAM: it would take effect next year during the annual budget process

PETER LEWIS: You should specify when it would take effect, which would be Fiscal year 2011

BILLY ADAMS: I would like to make a motion to amend the bylaw to say 3% of the SAF instead of 3.5%



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA

ALI CANINO: So, then the total amount would be $18,000.00.

BILLY ADAMS: I would like to thank Himal Jayasekara, Amelia Najjaran and Victor Figuereo and everyone else who worked on this bylaw.  I have a few concerns about the bylaw.  The first is that whenever organizations come asking for money, they also look for co-sponsorship and collaboration with other groups, and it doesn’t seem like that is being done here.  The second is that this is unprecedented because MLC is not a student group and because they are requesting so much money.  I think that we should look to lower the amount and encourage them to become a student organization.

MIKE MCKENNA: First of all, thanks for all the work you have put into this, it has taken a number of years to get to this point.  If this were passed, CUSC could put more controls on the way that the money is spent and how it is audited; you have the right to include as many stipulations as you see fit.  Section 4 talks about bi-annual audits; you could add that all of the money you give them is subjected to auditing and approval by the Treasurer.  This would make the spending process like every other club that has to pass through the Treasurer’s approval.  You can also stipulate that MLC’s finances would be audited in November and February, check that SAF money that was entrusted to CUSC by the Trustees is being spent properly.

LAURA HANSEN:

DAVID LEBOEUF: MLC wants a secure allocation every year, what would happen with any remaining money?

LAURA HANSEN:

MIKE MCKENNA: The remainder you can leave in a fund created for MLC, if you want to do that.  You can stipulate that the money they are given remains in that fund.  Or, you can have any money roll back into the cumulative surplus.  If you have audits twice a year, once when the conference is spending the majority of its money and once when the dust has settled, you would be very involved with them when they are spending money.  Money not spent can also be given back.  The value of using a percentage in the bylaw as opposed to a fixed amount is that it accounts for inflation.  As for spending SAF money on non-Clarkies, last night at the MEC concert, $35,000.00 was spent in total and there were about 150 non-Clark students in attendance, so there has been precedence in that.

ALI CANINO: Motion to move to the previous question.



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: We are now voting on Billy Adam’s amendment, if we pass this motion, we do not automatically pass the bylaw as well.



MOTION PASSED – 1 OPPOSITION

ALI CANINO: Motion to amend to semi-annual instead of bi-annual



SECOND LAURA FAULKNER



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: Organize discussion, changes made.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: How much money can you get back from the conference?

AMELIA NAJJAR: We charge $25.00 per person and last year had 200 people attend.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: MLC isn’t really a club, it’s a one-time event, unlike Gala, which is held by ISA.  MLC has no club to represent it, except for a bylaw.  Student groups ask for money, clubs already have budgets.

IFRAD ISLAM: I would discourage making comparisons.

BILLY ADAMS: I’m concerned because they are a group of people, not a club.  Why haven’t they become a student organization?

AMELIA NAJJAR: We have explored the possibility and found that there are logistical problems, like having to have a certain number of events, I’m not sure.

VICTOR FIGUEREO: MLC is for any student who wants to become involved.  We don’t have officers or beaucracy to do certain things, anyone can do as much or as little as they want.  We find that we work better without an E-Board and its better to have the commitment that we do instead of political drive.

BILLY ADAMS: I see where you are coming from, but I’m hesitant to support this because you are not a student organization, and more of a division of Academic Advising.  I’m worried about giving money to a non-student organization, especially with the department playing such a huge role.

AMELIA NAJJAR: the group of students chooses its advisor, and the money is not going to the Academic Advising department.  The conference is run by students.

LAURA HANSEN: This year, CUSC gave $10,000.00, where did you get the extra money from?

VICTOR FIGUEREO: We talked to the Provost for the remainder, but its hard to get money and we have to keep putting off booking our speakers.

LAURA HANSEN: Co-sponsorship?

VICTOR FIGUEREO: We are giving volunteers, Alumni Affairs is providing the lunch, but groups can’t afford to give us money.

LAURA FAULKNER: A request came to the Grants Committee, the request said budget was $8,000.00?

DAVID LEBOEUF: That was the amount that was earmarked from last year’s cumulative surplus.

LAURA FAULKNER: This is a reoccurring trend to find money for MLC.  SAF is the correct way to support groups, another percentage taken off of the top will have serious consequences and we will see more Grants requests as more clubs need more funds to cover their costs.

DAVID LEBOEUF: CUSC only has the SAF and cumulative surplus.  Funding this would be a stretch, maybe MLC should ask for other fund sources.

IFRAD ISLAM: Indirectly, cumulative surplus is the SAF.  If we took money out of the cumulative surplus, it would strain the programming portion.  I don’t lean in either direction, but if CUSC were to approve, I would be more comfortable with a clause in the legislation saying that MLC is subject to CUSC audits, currently, the Financial Committee has no jurisdiction.

DAVID LEBOEUF: First of all, I think the bylaw is very well-written.  But I feel uncomfortable voting wither way; this will cause us to look at the financial system as a whole and we are going to look at funding.

ALI CANINO: 2 amendments

IFRAD ISLAM: Clear?

ALI CANINO: Add that MLC’s finances are subject to audits in November and February in Section 4.1 and maybe bylaw enacted in fiscal year 2011, section 7



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA

BILLY ADMAS: Is fiscal year 2011 this coming year?

IFRAD ISLAM: Yes.



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: WE are now returning to the original discussion of passing the bylaw, now with four amendments; 3.5% to 3%, bi-annual to semi-annual, to take place in fiscal year 2011 and subject to Financial Committee’s audits.

ALI CANINO: If this passes, does it go on to a referendum?

IFRAD ISLAM: No, it goes under our legislation.

DAVID LEBOEUF: When EMS was doing something similar, they requested that it be sent out as a referendum.

ALI CANINO: Can we make it a referendum?

IFRAD ISLAM: No, if we should or shouldn’t is another question, but now we are talking about passing the bylaw.

ALI CANINO: But it does pertain to the student body.

IFRAD ISLAM: This is a valid point. 

LAURA HANSEN:

BILLY ADAMS: I oppose sending this out as a referendum.  We were elected to represent the student body and look into facts.  The process is in the Bylaws, I don’t feel comfortable sending this out to constituents.  Move to table the discussion until next week.

IFRAD ISLAM: Suspend rules

MIKE MCKENNA: Does everyone understand the meaning of referenda? In terms of controls and levels of discomfort, CUSC can fund MLC like CPB and have every transaction approved by the Treasurer.  You can also attach stipulations to the funds that MLC receives.  If you want a referenda, you will need a special election.

ALI CANINO: E-board, I love you, but we need to table this to talk to our constituents.  We need more than one week.

HAKEEM HINDI: We were elected to represent, but student body knows nothing about this topic or its consequences.

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to table the bylaw until October 21, 2009



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA

MIKE MCKENNA: Tabling isn’t a bad idea, this issue isn’t time sensitive, because you are discussing the next fiscal year.  Talking to people makes sense, maybe holding an open forum or a public hearing to promote the bylaw and really students to speak about it.  This doesn’t do MLC any injustice, CUSC would be able to make a better and more informed decision.

ALI CANINO: Hypothetically, could we make it a referendum?

IFRAD ISLAM: If the bylaw passes then there is no need.  If it isn’t passed, then someone on CUSC can bring it forward and propose it as a referendum.  They would have to change the bylaw to be in a question format.

ALI CANINO: So what is the next step?

DAVID LEBOEUF: Struggling because there are 2 problems on the table; a system-wide problem with the Grants Committee pitting a value judgment as to whether MLC deserves to take a percentage out of the SAF and not wanting to create an pro/anti-MLC feeling on campus.  But because the subject is money and redistributing that money, it could get nasty.  I would suggest holding a forum specifically for funding similar to the Ad-Hoc Committee to look at finance in general and get the student’s sentiment and a full round-table perspective.  The economy is bad and we are long overdue for solving a systemic-wide problem.

MIKE MCKENNA: I would caution you against losing this in a complete review of the system because it is too important of an event.  Financially, you are not poor, and even though the budgets are tight with student groups, there are checks and balances.  Before you wind up the MLC discussion, consider the collateral damage that can result from so much back and forth.  Encourage public forum, but if still uncomfortable with the idea, look at what you can do to bring terms closer to what you want them to be.  Encourage MLC to make progress before the 21st, don’t let this fall off the radar screen.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: I agree with Mike McKenna and David LeBoeuf, I think that we should take as much time as possible and try not to let other groups create an anti-MLC feeling on campus.

DAVID LEBOUEF: I oppose an Open forum for MLC, it would be like putting them in the gallows.  With the EMS referendum there was bad feelings on both sides, this could cause more tension.

ALI CANINO: What do you think?  Invite MLC leaders to forum?

AMELIA NAJJAR: Would the forum be for MLC specifically?

IFRAD ISLAM: It can be, would have to specify.

ALI CANINO: I think that people aren’t sure what MLC is, better to talk about bylaw with people and get feedback.  Would that be ok?

AMELIA NAJJAR: No problem.

LAURA HANSEN:

GWEN WALSH: Thinking about the Media referendum, the thought of an open forum would be terrifying.  If you held the event in the format of MLC coming forward, make student officers about them taking their money.

PETER LEWIS: Agree with Gwen, the referendum is the same as an open forum.  If they have a referendum, they can campaign for it, otherwise they cannot for a bylaw.  

MIKE MCKENNA: I think it would be more of a public hearing to get feedback, not so much putting them in the spotlight.

AMELIA NAJJARAN: In a public forum, would a decision be made?  Our problem is what will happen every year, we might consider a referendum.

IFRAD ISLAM: MLC committee was notified of the different avenues they could take this in, one of them was a referendum, another a bylaw.  They chose the bylaw as what they thought would work best for them.  Its up to the organization to decide what to do.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Would a referendum this year decide how much money MLC was given and the student body would take it as feedback for next year?

IFRAD ISLAM: There is a motion on the table to table the bylaw until October 21, 2009.



MOTION PASSED – 1 ABSTENTION

IFRAD ISLAM: The rationale behind having it in 4 weeks and not in 1 is because by then we will have a full council and they will have had 2 sessions on CUSC and will be better informed about our procedures.

AMELIA NAJJAR: How do we go about an open forum?

IFRAD ISLAM: It depends on what you want to do; scrap the bylaw, inform the student body, re-consider becoming a club, all of that can be done.  We won’t discuss it now, but in your committee.  Thank you for the discussion

BILLY ADAMS: Thank you for coming.

ALI CANINO: Do you know about PCF?  We give out up to $300.00, which isn’t much but it is something.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Do you know about the co-sponsorship facilitation survey?  That might get some other money for you.

9 b.

IFRAD ISLAM: We have had a lot of appointments lately, but there are still some committees that we haven’t had applications for.  We’re going to keep playing the game, but reassign recruiting. 

Billy Adams – Administration Liaison (1 member) 

Jill Johnson – Affirmative Action and Sexual Respect Committee (2 members) 

Himal Jayasekara – Center for Academic Excellence (1 member) 

Laura Faulkner – Convocation Committee (2 members) 

Katie McGonagle – Faculty Steering Committee (2 members) 

Brendan Golubjatnikov – Library Committee (2 members) 

Ifrad Islam- Undergraduate Academic Board 

Hakeem Hindi – Athletic Committee (1 non-varsity member) 

Trustee Committees 

Laura Hansen – Academic Affairs (2 members) 

Billy Adams – Student Affairs (1 member) 

Ali Canino – Environment Committee (3 members) 

David LeBoeuf – Shareholders Responsibility Committee (1 member) 

Peter Lewis, Cory Coose and Brendan Golubjatnikov - Judiciary Committee (3 members)

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Can you give us the descriptions of the committees?

IFRAD ISLAM: The descriptions are in the applications, which can be found on the CUSC office wall.  We are under a lot of pressure from the Trustees to get these positions filled, please try hard.  Thanks.

5. Student Life

a. Organizational Committee Report: Ali Canino ‘12

ALI CANINO: PCF allocations are on the back of the Agenda.  Working with Billy Adams on advertising the bus system and to extend the New England excursions.  We need an event to co-sponsor this year, last year we chose Hip Hop Collabo, if you have any suggestions, please let me know.

IFRAD ISLAM: Club of the Month for September?

ALI CANINO: We’ll have one by the end of the month.

6. Internal Business

a. Operations Reports

i. President: Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: The debate was a great event, we were all very impressed.  The moderators asked great questions and had a great sense of direction.  There were 2 dropouts from the race; Nina Russell for Maywood Hall and Jun Lyu for International Rep. This is our last meeting before the elections.  They start Sunday night at 12 am and end Monday night at 11:59:59 pm.  All students will get an email in their inbox with a link to vote.  Meetings with Deans and Billy Adams where we will discuss the alcohol policy and discuss it in council on October 8th.

ii. Vice-President: Billy Adams ‘11

BILLY ADAMS: On Monday, join me and Laura Hansen to get the vote out, we will be advertising in Red Square.  Currently, I’m working with Dean Morrison to come and speak to CUSC.  Also, working with Deans, especially Dean Darrigrand and a focus group from last semester that dealt with on-campus sexual assault .  Also, working with PCB and will give a report in 2 or 3 weeks.

iii. Secretary: Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN:

iv. Treasurer: David LeBoeuf ‘12

DAVID LEBOEUF: The E-Board met on Thursday to discuss request from the Office of Intercultural Affairs for their Team Hoyt event to raise awareness about disabilities.  We recommend $100.00 and I would like to make a motion to allocate $100.00 from the CUSC budget to OIA for this event.

SECOND LAURA HANSEN

DAVID LEBOEUF: The event is a father and son who will be speaking about individuals with disabilities and how they are mainstream people.  Their speaking rate is usually $20,000.00, but OIA got a reduced rate.


MOTION PASSED

b. Elections Committee Report: Hakeem Hindi ‘11

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to recess for 30 seconds

IFRAD ISLAM: No, but I will suspend the rules.

HAKEEM HINDI: There is a list on the back of the Agenda of appointments, I would like to make a motion to confirm the appointments.

SECOND BILLY ADAMS

LAURA FAULKNER: Good job.

HAKEEM HINDI: Thanks.

MOTION PASSED

c. Communications Committee Report: Katie McGonagle ‘12

KATIE MCGONAGLE: We made the newsletter.  Himal Jayasekara and I are confused about the system for clubs to advertise on the TV.

7. Judiciary Committee: Peter Lewis ‘11

PETER LEWIS: We received a petition to look into clarifications for write-ins.  Judicial Decision reads.  Cannot determine, only facilitate and arbitrate.

IFRAD ISLAM: To summarize, if we get a tally of votes, if the concept is obvious, we can make a decision, if not obvious, then what?

PETER LEWIS: Throw out the vote, use Mike McKenna as a witness.

IFRAD ISLAML: Discretion to decide error?

PETER LEWIS: Police yourselves.

DAVID LEBOUEF: Example, my last name.

8. Unfinished Business

a. Updates on Millennium Leadership Conference: Himal Jayasekara ‘11

b. Administrative and Trustee Committees

9. New Business

10. Last Words

ALI CANINO: Hakeem Hindi did a great job with the appointments.  There will be an alternative Spring Break to go to South Dakota to work on an Indian Reservation, there is a meeting tomorrow in Persky, let me know if you are interested.

MIKE MCKENNA: Well done with debate, very entertaining.  Could I speak with Peter Lewis, Ali Canino and David LeBoeuf after the meeting?

IFRAD ISLAM: Thanks Hakeem Hindi and Katie McGonagle.  Could I speak with the E-Board after the meeting?

BILLY ADAMS: There is an alternative Fall Break to go to Maine to campaign against Question 1, which doesn’t allow gay marriage.

ALI CANINO: Motion to adjourn



SECOND HIMAL JAYASEKARA



MOTION PASSED

Meeting adjourned 10:58 pm

1

