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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, September 2nd, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)
Call to Order 8:05 pm

1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen ‘12

2. Reading and Approval of the Minutes from April 22nd, 2009: Laura Hansen ‘12



LAURA HANSEN: Reads Minutes 

3. Public Comments

MATT DIAMOND: I plan on resigning, and am drafting my resignation letter.  I enjoyed last year, and was wondering about the procedure for leaving this meeting?

LAURA HANSEN: You can go now.

MATT DIAMOND: Thanks.

ALI CANINO: I was wondering who my constituency is now?

IFRAD ISLAM: September is a tricky month, technically you’re still Bullock Hall Rep, and your constituents are still the people in Bullock Hall.  You shouldn’t have many concerns, but if you do, talk to your Area Coordinator.

JILL JOHNSON: So would my emails go out to the Sophomore class?

IFRAD ISALM: Your listserves aren’t activated right now, but if you need to reach out, let me know.

4. CUSC Updates: Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: At the end of last April, Mike McKenna, Bill and the E-Board had a meeting about LINK, which is owned by Collegiate Link.  We went over the software and decided that it would be a good resource, and we have noticed that lots of people are using it now.  We are working with Mike and Bill to set up club pages and finances, to make the process more efficient.  If we have technical difficulties, we can get professional help for free, which we couldn’t before.  The total cost was $7,500.00, including the free maintenance.  Student Leadership and Programming wants CUSC to fund $5,000.00 from the capital expenditure fund, which is supposed to be used for worthwhile investments.  We will be talking more about this at the next meeting, and allocate money then, if the motion passes.  


Last semester we agreed to purchase the TV and computer set that is hanging outside of the office.  We just realized that we forgot to order the computer to go with it, s we’re still waiting for that and the AV cable to project the display.  We also need to decide on the policy for letting other student organizations post displays on the TV.


We distributed the Handbooks over the past few days, in residence halls, as well as in other public spaces such as the Office of Intercultural Affairs, the Academic Commons, the UC, and Cashiers’ Office.  We decided against printing 2,500 copies and stuffing mailboxes, and instead printed 1,000 copies and put them in clear stand-up literature holders from Staples, so people can take one if they want to read it.  Keep an eye out for them, especially in Residence Halls because if they are empty, we have extra copies in the office and can re-fill them.  


Sean Corbett updated the contact list information on the website and added two links; Resources and Transportation.  If you log onto Clark You portal, you are automatically logged in to your LINK page.  There is also a link on the left for our website.  


Our goal is to condense three different resources, Student Digest, Campus Digest and Intranet into one.  There is a feedback survey that you can take, and it enters you in a raffle to win a printer.


The upcoming events that we have are all posted on the wall in the office.  There is a Fall Elections Information Session on September 4th at 7pm in the office, after the Student Activities Fair.  Petitions are already going fast, we already have 4 back for first-year class Rep.  Petitions are due the 14th by 5 pm, later that day at 9 pm, there is a meeting in Rosenblatt, and there will be a debate on September 23rd.  There have been negative feelings about the debate process before, and because the E-Board is in charge of running the Fall Elections, we will work with the media groups on campus and try to get more perspectives as to what are relevant questions and what people want to hear them talk about.  Elections are the 28th and the 29th of September, which are a Monday and Tuesday.  


There will be a Security Open Forum on October 21st to discuss the idea of strategically placing cameras around campus to identify criminals, and increase security.  The campus is pretty much divided 50/50 on this topic, so we will be having a poll to vote whether this is something we want on campus, and if it is CUSC will begin to work on the issue.  


Once a month we will be having Town Hall Thursdays, modeled after DCU, which will be mostly a meet and greet, and the first one will be October 15th.  There will also be a Pizza with President Basset on November 5th, more informal than last year.


There is a Dining Services Open Forum, but because there aren’t any big changes in the meal plan, there is not mass outrage, so turnout will probably be a bit lower.  Paul Coete, the business manager is leaving, and we don’t know who his replacement is yet.


There are new initiatives from the E-Board, working with their respective committees, looking at things like Health Services, looking at resources that are lacking, and especially how to improve the gym and installing Tvs.

BILLY ADAMS: Also working with Dean Darrigrand on the topic of sexual assault, because the numbers are a lot higher on campus than those that are reported.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Is there a possibility of a gym renovation?

IFRAD ISLAM: I have no idea, Athletics know that we are a resource and have a decent expenditure.

BILLY ADAMS: What about another Open Forum?

HAKEEM HINDI: Athletics Liaison?

IFRAD ISLAM: Their role is different from gym stuff, they are more for club sports and teams.

ALI CANINO: Can we invite someone who controls money, maybe President Basset?

BILLY ADAMS: The administration always wants to hear from us.

IFRAD ISLAM: The E-Board talked, and because many people don’t know how Clark works, we decided to make a video and post it on YouTube, which would explain who to go to, what is the hierarchy for the faculty system, the Board of Trustees, the President and Provost, etc.  We also want to make an off-campus Job Directory to let students know where to work because there is such a shortage of jobs on-campus.  

We also need a Transportation Task Force, after the cancellation of the Woo Bus, we need to look into alternative sources that are more convenient and examine costs, etc. 

Also looking into Community Service, Billy will be working on this, we want to get involved in many different projects.  

We’re going to form the Student Governance Review Committee again and earlier on, so that they can research as accurately as possible.

BILLY ADAMS: Is Millennium Leadership Conference in the process of becoming a club?

IFRAD ISLAM: No, because they need annual funding, but aren’t a student group.  We are trying to push them to become a group, but they don’t want to.  We need to make a bylaw like Campus Programming Board, need representatives to help draft it.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Is it like the Multicultural Dinner last year?

IFRAD ISLAM: MLC needs $23,000.00, the Multicultural Dinner last year needed $3,000.00, but they are both similar because they are not groups.  

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Would it be better for the dinner to become part of a club, like Gala is for ISA?

IFRAD ISLAM: That would make sense, suggest it to them. Volunteers to draft the Bylaw?



DAVID LEBOEUF


LAURA HANSEN



HIMAL JAYASEKARA

PETER LEWIS: Please send a copy of the draft to Judiciary.

IFRAD ISLAM: Laura, please set up a meeting with Wes Gatson, liaison for MLC and leader of the committee of 8 or 9 students that help organize the conference and ask what are their needs.  Also, find out the time and date of the conference and the registration fee.


For the Fall Elections, the E-Board will be running them; we have put out a lot of applications and petitions on the side of the office, already 20 are gone.  The cycle for applications ends October 31st, we will be trying to create as much hype as possible through advertising and slides in the caf.


The Communications Committee needs to advertise the transportation schedules, publicize them better and make copies of the Boston and mall Shuttles and distribute them in public areas.  This next weekend, there will be no shuttles to the mall, instead there will be a school bus that takes people to the Blackstone Mall from 9 am to 5 pm, leaving on Maywood.


The Organizational Committee has club officer training tomorrow in Lurie and will have programs for club members and heir E-boards, such as “you are an E-Board member, now what?”


All committees that have internal procedures need to review them, give me a copy, and we will pass them in the next meeting.

LAURA HANSEN: Communications Committee is the only one that has them written, but never passed.

IFRAD ISLAM: We are working on the Nuisance Gathering Ordinance with CUSC and the President of Holy Cross Student Council, by defining what is a nuisance gathering, and how to address off-campus parties for everyone in Worcester.  Right now, it basically says that a gathering of 5 or more people that violates any one of 11 regulations is a nuisance gathering and gives the police the authority to fine all the attending and the landlord $300.00.  It was designed because of Caro St. on College Hill near Holy Cross, which is a residential neighborhood, but the street is getting trashed because of off-campus parties.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I live in that area, and police have had to bring out riot gear

IFRAD ISLAM: Two semesters ago, 21 students were arrested on one night, but even though they have some parties out of control, if this passes, it affects everyone.  If you are under 24, you need a financially responsible adult to co-sign your lease.  At the same time, we recognize that Campus Police have done a good job of controlling the environment, and not prohibiting parties, while keeping it safe.  Holy Cross’ Police don’t have jurisdiction off-campus, and need more help.

JILL JOHNSON: This is also costing the city a lot of money in police officers

IFRAD ISLAM: This wasn’t passed in the summer, but it might be soon.  There is a Public Safety Hearing on September 10th at 6:30 pm on the third floor of City Hall, all are welcome to go and give their opinions, the goal is to notify off-campus students and make them aware of what they can do to help.  With Reuben Kurs and Amanda McLoughlin gone, who were our off-campus reps, we need to make more of an effort to gather students Monday September 7th at 8 pm in the CUSC office to meet and talk about the public hearing.  We don’t want people to go and give inaccurate statements, we want to give constructive comments that will help them decide not to pass this.

JILL JOHNSON: Are there copies of this?

IFRAD ISLAM: On Monday, come and say what’s wrong with it.  If someone at a party is threatened, then they would usually call the police, but if they are going to be fined, then there is a danger that they won’t call, which isn’t safe.  City Hall won’t go forward with the measure if people are opposed to it, as many college students are constituents, and it is election season.  CUSC will provide free transportation to City Hall.  


September is a tricky month, but we still expect people to comply with Office Hours and their other duties.

5. Budgetary Updates: David LeBoeuf ‘12

DAVID LEBOEUF: The CUSC budget it currently $6,150.00, later will present the breakdown and how we want to implement cost-saving methods and welcome your feedback.

6. Miscellaneous Duties: Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN: We need volunteers for the Activities Fair, and the Information Session that will take place after that.  We are really trying to recruit more people to run, and raise awareness about getting involved, if you are interested, please give me your names.  Also, times when you are available for office hours.  I’ll email you a schedule shortly, if you have a conflict, let me know.

7. Last Words

IFRAD ISLAM: Office Hours are really important, and we need to take them seriously; new students come in with a lot of questions.  If you get any petitions, put them in the bottom rack of the inbox, on the second column from left.  If you get a Leadership Application, put in Angelica Surra’s mailbox.  We have the website up and running, and our email account as well, which Laura and I check everyday.  The Activities Fair is this Friday from 4 to 6 on the Green, and from 7 to 8 we will have an Information Session in the office.  

JILL JOHNSON: On September 22nd, at 8 pm, Billy Adams and I will have a program in Hughes on eating disorders.

ANGELICA SURRA: We are trying to start a new club, Circle K, which does community service, if you are interested, let me know.

BILLY ADAMS: Angelica, you should get in touch with Mrs. Basset.

LAURA HANSEN: Motion to adjourn


SECOND HAKEEM HINDI


MOTION PASSES

Meeting adjourned at 9:07 pm
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