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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, April 15th, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)
Call to Order 8:08 pm

1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen ‘12

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes from 4/8/09: Laura Hansen ‘12

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Motion to waive the reading of the minutes



SECOND ALI CANINO



MOTION PASSED

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Motion to accept the minutes



SECOND ALI CANINO



MOTION PASSED

3. Public Comments: CUSC Representatives and students in the gallery

JILL JOHNSON: Sending address

IFRAD ISLAM: Thank you to the Class Representatives who sent out to their listserves the statement about free speech at Clark.

ALI CANINO: The Annual CUSC Awards Night is Monday, April 20th, at 7 pm in Tilton Hall, everyone is invited.

4. Financial Matters:

a. Grants Committee Report: Laura Faulkner ‘10

DAVID LEBOEUF: As the Grants Committee Chair, Laura Faulkner is not here, I will be making the recommendations tonight as the advisor.  I would like to make a motion on behalf of the Grants Committee to allocate $250.00 to SPOC to purchase tickets to the Armory Museum for April 25th, 2009, with the money coming from Quarter 4.



SECOND COLLEEN BIGGINS

DAVID LEBOEUF: They had a good application; they are planning on buying 50 tickets at $5.00 each.

JULIAN KRONICK: Aren’t they selling tickets for $1.00 each?

KEEN HAHN: They are subsidizing them, not making a profit.



MOTION PASSED

DAVID LEBOEUF: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $500.00 to CUSPR for their political event to take place on April 28th, 2009, with the money coming from the Quarter 4 budget, with the condition that they refund SP the money that they get in co-sponsorship.



SECOND AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN

RACHEAL SONIA: After everything that has happened on campus, concerning CUSPR, we would like to change our request.  We are cancelling our political picnic, and instead re-fund the Norman Finklestein event.

DAVID REE: As there were special circumstances with Norman Finklestein, we are now requesting $2,000.00 for his re-scheduling.  

RACHEAL SONIA: The breakdown of the $2,000.00 is $480.00 for a 6-person police detail, $175.00 for the stage in Atwood Hall,  $40.00 for the use of a projector, $5.00 for a microphone, $200.00 for publicity, $300.00 for food, $100.00 for the honorarium, $500.00 for his flight and hotel.  We know that CUSC does not normally fund the honorarium or flight and lodgings, but we are asking for special consideration because our event was originally cancelled, and we lost the opportunity to fundraise elsewhere.  

DAVID LEBOEUF: I have no authority over the Grants Committee, I am only the advisor, and today the Chair is our sick.  If you submitted the request now, you could appear before the Grants Committee on Monday, and be heard in next Wednesday’s session.  

MIKE MCKENNA: Go before special budgets. Haven’t you already gone through Grants Committee?

DAVID LEBOEUF: The first time CUSPR came before the Grants Committee asking for money to fund this event, it was released to Council, because there was only one member of the committee sitting at that meeting and she did not feel comfortable making the decision alone.  Technically, this is now in Council’s hands, and I have no authority over it.  I would also like to withdraw my motion of allocating the $500.00 to CUSPR’s political picnic.

BILLY ADAMS: How much was the original recommendation for Norman Finkelstein?

DAVID LEBOEUF: None, the request was going to be released to Council.

BILLY ADAMS: We should discuss it now.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Someone needs to make a motion.

REUBEN KURS: Grants Committee is now full, they should go back and ask again; these are two separate events and they should be evaluated.

BILLY ADAMS: It should be brought up now because their event is two weeks away and they need to know immediately if they can get the funding.

REUBEN KURS: Are we motioning to allocate from special projects?

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Motion to allocate $1,400.00 from Quarter 4 to CUSPR for Norman Finklestein.



SECOND ALI CANINO

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: What is the breakdown you propose?

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Everything but the $600.00 for the honorarium and the lodgings and flight.

JILL JOHNSON: Where is the money coming from?

DAVID LEBOEUF: The same fund as the previous allocation; Quarter 4 budget.

BILLY ADAMS: If you get $1,400.00 will it be enough?

RACHAEL SONIA: It would be really tight; there is no more money to be found in co-sponsoring, and most clubs have no money left.

BILLY ADAMS: Maybe you could cut back on food and advertising to make ends meet.

RACHAEL SONIA: It’s possible.

DAVID REE: We would still come up short, can’t it be waived due to the special circumstances that CUSPR went through to bring him here?

BILLY ADAMS: That would be unconstitutional.

DAVID LEBOEUF: It is in the Constitution the CUSC cannot pay for honorariums, lodging or transportation unless it is coming from the Activism Fund, and that is not to bring speakers to campus, it is to send students.  

LIZZY FITZGERALD: Where did you get the money from before?

RACHAEL SONIA: There were other groups that we collaborating with us, but now those options are not available.

ALEX WESTERVELT: Also, the event is taking place in Atwood Hall, which we have to pay for too.

JILL JOHNSON: Isn’t there any way that you can cut back costs?  For example instead of buying food, maybe hold a bake sale and use some of the profits to pay for things.  It might cover some of your costs.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Some clubs still have money left.  Check the co-sponsorship link.  The clubs will contact you.  

BILLY ADAMS: What about PCF?

ALI CANINO: We gave them $100.00 before, but when the event was cancelled, we took it back and now we have no more money.

RACHAEL SONIA: The request for $100.00 was under the assumption that we would get it from PCF; we actually need $200.00



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: Could you all add onto your agendas the third Grants Committee Allocation for Ice Hockey.

DAVID LEBOEUF: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a recommendation for $456.50 for Clark Ice Hockey coming from the Quarter 4 budget so that they may buy T-shirts for the bookstore, with the stipulation that they refund special projects and get sponsor.



SECOND BILLY ADAMS


QUESTION TO THE WORDING

BILLY ADAMS: What are the T-shirts for?

DAVID LEBOEUF: For superfan shirts, to raise awareness about Ice Hockey at Clark.

DAN MOYNIHAN: The shirts are non-profit, every cent that we get is just to pay for them, and we will refund the school completely.  Think of it like a loan.  

BILLY ADAMS: It is a great way to raise school spirit and awareness about athletics.



MOTION PASSED

b. Finance Committee Report: Reuben Kurs ‘09

REUBEN KURS: There are changes to your print-outs in the Finance Committee Attachment; because of the referenda that passed, CCN has $18,960.00, ROCU has $9,480.00 and the Scarlet has $18,320.00.  Also, Speakers Forum has $26, 550.00. The clubs that are here to appeal tonight are Variant, CUSPR, Dance Society, SADD, and Karate and Judo.  I would like to make a motion to approve all of the budget allocations for 2009-2010 out of the Student Activities Fund, except the groups that I just mentioned.  



SECOND COLLEEN BIGGINS



MOTION PASSED

REUBEN KURS: We would suggest giving the groups 2-3 minutes to talk amongst themselves so that they may present their argument for more money.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Motion to suspend the rules for 2 minutes.



SECOND JILL JOHNSON

REUBEN KURS: Please come up with the bare minimum your clubs need to operate next year.



MOTION PASSED.

Call to Order 8:36 pm


LAURA HANSEN: Roll call.


REUBEN KURS: The first group we’ll be hearing from is Variant.  

IFRAD ISLAM: When you speak, please tell us your full name and spell it so it may be recorded in the minutes.

SARAH BETH WAXMAN: Gave paper.

CAROLINE DEHAN: We made an honest mistake, instead of asking for the entire year, we asked for one semester.  This is enough for our fall budget, but we do the majority of our spending in the spring, the total we need is $3,345.00, and all we got as $1,225.00

SARAH BETH WAXMAN: We have 29 members and are the largest dance group on campus.  WE get 8-10 new members ever year and we are the only group that accepts everyone, regardless of their skill level.  We put on two shows every year, and pay for essential items such as our costumes and props ourselves, the average member spends $60.00-$80.00 every year.  We have participated in 11 events on campus and members put in at least 5 hours every week.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Do you have a lower number?  The bare minimum?

CAROLINE DEHAN: $1,550.00

DAVID REE: CUSPR needs an extra $3,000.00.  This semester we spent more than $2,200.00 on events and we want to increase our events for next year.  We also have to pay for things like honorariums, flights and lodging that CUSC won’t give us money for.

ZAID AMR: We also want to make our events more cultural, expand into food and dance events.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Do you have another bare minimum?

ZAID AMR: No.

EMILY WILLIAMS: This year Dance Society got cut $790.00, and we just want to get our money back.  We are the oldest dance group on campus and have a strong legacy.  We have discussed charging for shows, but it makes no sense, this money already comes from the SAF, students shouldn’t have to pay more on top of that to come see us.  We have two annual performances, and participate in 12 others, such as the Woo Dance, where the proceeds go to charity, which was really popular.  Many people take dance programs into account when applying or deciding to come, and we get about 30 auditions every year.  There is no dance program here, and the facilities are really bad; the floor at Atwood is really hard and it damages our feet, and it is also small.  This is taking away from our ability to put on a good show, and it is important to have a professional aspect.  We have to pay $400.00 minimum just to put on a show, and if we have 3 shows every year, that is $1,200.00, not including money for props and costumes.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Is this your bare minimum?

EMILY WILLIAMS: Yes.

JENNI ADAMS: Last year, Students Against Drunk Driving got $1,000.00, and this year we only got $500.00, so we are asking for another $500.00.  We had a big event this past Friday, which was $500.00.  We commemorated people dying in drunk driving accidents, and put up 174 tombstones on the green.  This would have a huge impact, and we would have to cut down on everything that we do on campus, like provide mocktails for dances, co-sponsoring events and raise awareness.  $750.00 total would be our absolute minimum.

CLARE FITZGERALD: This year, Karate & Judo got $1,200.00, and last year we got $1,300.00.  Our only fees are for our instructor and black belt testing.  We pay for our own uniforms, sparring pads from our pockets.  Its in our Constitution that we have to let as many people join until we reach 25, so we can’t turn them down until we hit that number.  We average 8 to 10 more people every year.  $2,000.00 would cover everything we need.

IFRAD ISLAM: The Finance Committee will recess for 5 minutes to discuss.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Motion to recess for 5 minutes.



SECOND ALI CANINO



MOTION PASSES.

Call to Order 9:02 pm


LAURA HANSEN: Roll Call

REUBEN KURS: Motion to allocate $1,500.00 to CUSPR, $2,210 to Dance Society, $1,700.00 to Karate & Judo, $1,000.00 to SADD, and $2,225.00 to Variant.



SECOND COLLEEN BIGGINS

JULIAN KRONICK: This isn’t the amount that we’re increasing by, this is the total allocation for their annual budget.

IFRAD ISLAM: Is there any discussion?  Do any clubs need clarification?  Even though it is presented as a package, we can talk about it individually in regard to each club.

BILLY ADAMS: Thank you all for coming, it shows a lot of commitment, and even though we would like to give you everything, we can’t but we would be happy to help you find alternate avenues to go through next year.

SARAH BETH WAXMAN: Dance Society would like to have more, with this amount we would only have enough to cover 2 shows, not any co-sponsoring.  We participate in 12 events, as well as our own shows, and have 30 members.  

ZAID AMR: CUSPR needs $5,500.00, our monetary request is proportional to our interests in expanding in membership as well as putting on more events and more diversified.

MAX MACRE: We (CUSPR) have lots of people who are interested, we don’t waste any of our money on unnecessary things, and we do a lot of co-sponsorship.  WE also had the Norman Finklestein crisis.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: If someone we to make an amendment to the motion proposed by Reuben, where could that extra money come from?

REUBEN KURS: There is only $800.00 left, and we cannot go below that amount.  All the money we have allocated so far is imaginary money, all of it comes from the Student Activities Fee, which is paid at the beginning of the school year.  We estimated that there would be about 1,800 undergraduates, which is a safe estimation, but we can’t set the limit too high and then find that we come up short.  We would like to fund everyone, but we have a limited budget.  We didn’t make any value judgments, and met the financial needs of 94 clubs.



MOTION PASSES

IFRAD ISLAM: I would like to thank the Finance Committee, they put in over 100 hours into the budget allocations, first looking at the groups’ needs and then going through the appeals process.  

ALI CANINO: I would just like to add that the Programming Co-sponsorship Fund would be happy to co-sponsor events for next year.  Go to our link clarku.edu/PCF

5. Student Life:

a. Organizational Committee Report: Ali Canino ‘12

ALI CANINO: The PCF allocations are on the second page of the agendas.  The Student Government Awards Night is Monday, April 20th form 7 to 9 pm in Tilton Hall.  We have sent out invitations to everyone who was nominated, and we are waiting for RSVPs.  Everyone should come.

6. Internal Business:

a. Operations Reports:

i. President: Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: This weekend is Admitted Students Open House.  There will be tabling in the  Kneller for student groups and organizations; we need volunteers, please give your names to Laura.  There will be about 500 admitted students as well as their parents, so it will be a total of 1,300 people.  The event is divided into 2 days because there are so many people.  You are also all welcome to come to Atwood at 9 am on Saturday, when I will be giving a speech.  On Monday I was called to a meeting with President Basset, concerning the Norman Finklestein issue.  There, I presented the idea of CUSC initiating conversations on campus with faculty members about how tolerant we are.  This would be established in the Fall semester by an ad-hoc committee consisting of interested CUSC members and students, and they would work with Difficult Dialogues.  They would report back after the Fall Break.  We will begin advertising for this when the next semester begins.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: What were the results of the free-speech protest?

IFRAD ISLAM: Billy will talk about that in his officer’s report.

ii. Vice-President: Billy Adams ‘11

BILLY ADAMS: The free-speech protest was held on Monday, I went and spoke on behalf of myself and Ifrad Islam, and congratulated Hillel and CUSPR on their peaceful demonstration.  It was said that free speech is integral to academic freedom, and that Norman Finklestein should be allowed to speak.  East Coast Network was there, and Tom McMillan, the President of Hillel was there, and talked about the meeting process between CUSPR and Hillel.  

iii. Secretary: Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN: I sent all of you a copy of the Handbook.  After the last CUSC meeting, we went over all of the suggestions and feedback we got in Council, and made all of those changes.  Please look it over, because we will be discussing it in our next meeting on April 22nd, and hopefully passing it then. Also, we have a banner that will be ready tomorrow for CUSC; it will have its debut at the Open House for admitted students.  If you want to volunteer for tabling, please email me.

IFRAD ISLAM: About the Handbook, we took all of the feedback, and spent about 4 hours on Sunday changing them.  Please make sure that you read it.

iv. Treasurer: David LeBouef ‘12

DAVID LEBOEUF: The CUSC budget is the same, we didn’t spend anything last week, and currently have about $3,195.00.  I went to the Pizza and Politics hosted by Democrats of Clark University (DCU); there were 9 politicians, and it was a good example of socials that CUSC could put on.  We are beginning to construct a breakdown of the Student Activities Fund, so that students may see where each cent of their money goes.  

b. Elections Committee: Angelica Surra ‘12

ANGELICA SURRA: Elections Committee had intervies for the Grants Committee, and Major Events Committee Chair.  We would like to make a motion to appoint Kelly Wynveen to the Grants Committee and Sam Rubin to Major Events Committee Chair.



SECOND JULIAN KRONICK

REUBEN KURS: Motion to divide the question.



SECOND ALI CANINO



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: Discussion?  What did you think of Kelly?

ANGELICA SURRA: She had a great interview, lots of positive remarks, she has had experience on the Grants Committee before.



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: Discussion on Sam Rubin.

REUBEN KURS: What is your level of experience?

SAM RUBIN: I choose not to answer.

LAURA HANSEN: Do you really think that you are competent for this position?

SAM RUBIN: Not really.

KEEN HAHN: I’m pretty sure I can find a reason in the Constitution to bar you from being appointed.



MOTION PASSED

c. Communications Committee: Katie McGonagle ‘12

KATIE MCGONAGLE: We discussed the practicality of printing the newsletter.  We spoke with our advisor and the Executive Board and came up with some alternatives, such as using the napkin holders in the Caf, putting copies in the AC, UC, the escort vans and other public places, and using Facebook.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: We also want to put them in the gym, because there isn’t much reading material there.

IFRAD ISLAM: Does anyone have any comments or suggestions?

ANGELICA SURRA: I think that the gym is a good idea.

7. Judiciary Committee: Peter Lewis ‘11

PETER LEWIS: Judiciary has nothing to report.

8. Unfinished Business

IFRAD ISLAM: There is no unfinished business.

9. New Business

IFRAD ISLAM: There is no new business either.

10. Last Words

IFRAD ISLAM: We actually have a lot of last words.  First of all, if you are going to make a motion to adjourn, please raise your left hand, so I know not to call on you until we have finished.  Firstly, we had a meeting this week with ITS and the University about installing a portal.  It would be an electronic log-in based system that would be customized to every students’ individual needs, such as news items pertaining to them.  Think along the lines of iGoogle.  On the 22nd, we will have a presentation from ITS, which will be a sneak-peek.  They are going to keep working on it over the summer, and have it ready for the Fall Semester.  The second thing is that I would like to speak to the people volunteering on Saturday and Sunday for the Open House.  The third thing is the Multicultural Leadership Conference.  For those of you who don’t know, it is held every year, and is open to any university, registration is over the summer, and the conference takes place in October.  The issue is that they are not a student group or organization, they are a group of students led by a faculty member, Wes Gatson.  They have a $20,000.00 budget request, which they filed in February, but got lost for 2 months, and the Finance Committee didn’t get to see it in time for the annual budget allocations.  Now, they are understandably mad because they aren’t getting any money, and their event is soon and needs a lot of money and cannot only use the Grants Committee and PCF.  I’ve thought a lot on how we can give them money, even though they are not a group, because it is very important and well attended.  The ideas I have had are to give all of the money remaining in SAF not used for student organizations, which would be about $800.000; go into cumulative surplus and take $4,000.00 out of the current year programming, under the assumption that there are only 2 weeks left, and no one as asked to use this money so far; use part of the $15,000 of current year programming intended for next year; and go into special projects for Quarter 1 next year.  I would like input from everyone, and would accept a motion to allocate money to them after Council has discussed this.

DAVID LEBOEUF: We shouldn’t give money from SAF, because we don’t know how much exactly we’ll get for next year.  $20,000.00 of special programming, this should not be our first option.  Cumulative surplus is a more feasible option, and is safer for MLC.  We should also look at other solutions.  Special budgets got cuts because of the economy.

IFRAD ISLAM: There is $29,000 in SAF, but MLC cannot get money from there because they aren’t a student group.  They could give money to CUSC so we could then give it to MLC.

BILLY ADAMS: I would like to hear what people have to think, I wasn’t at the meeting, but I know that they are committed to their event, and that they receive a lot of attendance and really benefit the school and students.  

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: I agree with Billy.  What is the amount left in the cumulative surplus?

IFRAD ISLAM: Every year, we have $15,000 in the cumulative surplus that we can use for current year programming, we can look how to tap into the next year’s portion to allocate this year.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: As the International Student Representative, I would just like to make sure that we would still have enough money to give to Gala and multicultural clubs for special recommendations.

DAVID LEBOEUF: We should, we will have $15,000.00 just for that year’s programming, that is a lot of money.

IFRAD ISLAM: The projection is based on what we haven’t used, which is the $4,000.00 left over from the programming portion.

DAVID LEBOEUF: This is a transition period for this program, but we need to look for a more sustainable approach.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: How have they been funded in the past?

MIKE MCKENNA: Six or seven years ago, MLC began with five or six clubs, that had secure funding from CUSC.  The group itself has no constitution or bylaws, so it cannot participate in annual budgets because they are not officially a student group.  However, this was overlooked for several years until last year when we installed the online budgeting system.  We sent out emails to all of the clubs, but because they were not a club and didn’t have an executive board, they didn’t get the emails.  Instead, they submitted a paper budget request in February, which is when we realized the problem of them not being a recognized student group.  The paper got lost in transition, and when we finally realized what it was, it was a month past the deadline.  There needs to be conversations as to who they are, where their money is coming from, and the need to become a recognized group on campus.  If we had found, or realized what had happened in February, we would have rushed them through the process to become recognized, but now we have no choice except to handle it like this.  

BILLY ADAMS: Can’t the departments give money?  Didn’t SL&P give money for the Jason Mraz concert?  Precedent isn’t always followed.  

MIKE MCKENNA: That money wasn’t coming from the annual budget process, it was from the cumulative surplus.  It would have been sponsored by CUSC, and CUSC would have gotten the credit.

BILLY ADAMS: I would recommend giving them money, this is a sticky situation, and CUSC would look good if it were associated with helping MLC.  

JULIAN KRONICK: Wouldn’t that establish a precedent of CUSC giving money to unrecognized groups?

REUBEN KURS: We could stipulate that they would have to apply for recognition before they can receive the money.  

ANGELICA SURRA: Because this is a leadership conference, I think it would set a good precedent if we gave them money.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: MLC is run by students, therefore it is a student group.  Why can’t they go through special budgets?

DAVID LEBOEUF: Yes, but CUSC requires them to establish themselves as a recognized group, for which they have to apply. 

ALI CANINO: Why isn’t MLC a group?

IFRAD ISLAM: A good parallel is the Orientation program.  We have a budget, but we are a group of students professionally overseen by a faculty member.
MIKE MCKENNA: Before, it was coordinated by students, and supported by an office, like the Orientation Coordinators.  The OCs have the power to coordinate and develop the program, but at the end it is my decision that matters, if I don’t agree, the program doesn’t go through.  Wes Gatson, the advisor for MLC has the same authority; she is the central figure, and the students ultimately have to do what she decides, if she intervenes.  The groups that used to work on this were Asian Cultural Society, Black Student Union, and Caribbean African Students Association.  Does everyone know what MLC is?  Basically, it is a leadership program that started out specifically for ALANA students, but now it attracts about 300 students, from all over the country, with about 50 to 100 Clarkies.  The conference is run and they make the presentations, and has become very successful.  The system that we have now for budget allocations exists for a reason, and this issue was only brought to our attention by the Financial Committee who told us that there was an issue with them not being recognized by CUSC.

IFRAD ISLAM: It is an unfortunate situation, but we should try to accommodate them as much as possible now, and look for a long-term solution as soon as we can.  Understandably, they are not very happy right now, and we need to work with them.  Leadership development is very important, and they have done a great job on campus.

BILLY ADAMS: I would like to make a motion to allocate $4,000.00 from current year programming from the cumulative surplus, and an additional $4,000.00 from next year’s programming budget, also from the cumulative surplus to MLC.



SECOND KRISTIN TRAVIS


QUESTION TO THE WORDING

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Didn’t they want $20,000.00?  Where will they get the rest of the money?  

BILLY ADMAS: This is to help them out for not, to make sure that they don’t sink because they have no money, or not enough to get started.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: Why can’t we give them all of the money?

IFRAD ISLAM: Technically, we don’t have to give them anything, this is meant to smooth things over, and make sure that they can get started.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Is it OK to give them money from the current year to be used next year?

PETER LEWIS: Yes, because it is from the cumulative surplus, not from the Student Activites Fund.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Are we allowed to use spending from this year for next year?


DISCUSSION

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Is it going to be required that CUSC members attend the conference?

BILLY ADAMS: CUSC will cover the enrollment fees for the CUSC members attending.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: It seems like a lot of money for only 50 to 100 Clarkies.

ALI CANINO: Will our name be on this event?

IFRAD ISLAM: No, but next year, if we decide to co-sponsor with them, we can attach our name.  MLC needs about $23,000.00, $3,000.00 of which comes back through the revenue they get from registration fees.

JULIAN KRONICK: Won’t $4,000.00 drain the cumulative surplus?

IFRAD ISLAM: From this portion of current year programming, yes, but it is the end of the year, and no one has asked us for the money so far, and it is unlikely that that will happen.  Also, we will have about $92,000.00 left in the cumulative surplus.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Why do we have to use money from the cumulative surplus this year?  If we are giving them $8,000.00 then why not just give it all to them next year?

BILLY ADAMS: It makes more sense to give it to them now so that they can get started on their programming and they don’t have to wait as long in a state of uncertainty.

IFRAD ISLAM: If we don’t give it to them now, we will give it to them in September, and their event is in October.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Can we allocate money from next year this year?  Isn’t that weird?

MIKE MCKENNA: There isn’t much clarity in the Bylaws about this; the way it is set up is that every year there is $15,000.00 that can be spent for that year’s programming, and this year we have $4,000.00 left over that will automatically roll over into cumulative surplus, so its up to you guys to decide what to do with that money.  Giving money now will not take it away from the $15,000.00 that can be spent next year.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: But can we allocate money this year for next year?

MIKE MCKENNA: The Representatives and the E-Board are here, as well as Judiciary; answer?

KEEN HAHN: There is no rule that you can, or that you cannot.  There is no precedent.

JILL JOHNSON: There are 2 weeks left, and no other group has asked for it.  If they don’t get this money, where else will it come from?

DAVID LEBOEUF: There is money with the Grants Committee, about $7,800.00 and there is money with PCF and clubs that haven’t spent all of their budgets.  If they look for money, they will be able to find it.  

COLLEEN BIGGINS: What about the logistics?  Groups that receive money from the Student Activities Fund, how will their money go towards MLC and roll over?

REUBEN KURS: Will the money from student support groups go there?

MIKE MCKENNA: No.  The money they don’t use rolls over into the cumulative surplus, where it stays.

COLEEN BIGGINS: How will they withdraw the money?

MIKE MCKENNA: Cumulative surplus is different, there is no change over the years.  Every E-Board has the possibility to spend $15,000.00 on programming for that year, last year they didn’t use all of it, and the responsibility of not getting to their request lies with them.  This would make it up to them.  There are creative ways to get access to the money that has not been used so far.  We could make a journal transfer this semester and just sit on it until June 1st, when the new fiscal year would begin.

IFRAD ISLAM: It would be better to earmark that money this year, and then transfer it to them next year.

MIKE MCKENNA: That’s what we did last year, and it hurt them a bit because they didn’t know how much they had all summer.  When Abhishek Raman got their letter this year, it should have been a big deal, and he didn’t do anything for 2 months. With this E-Board, it should be different, there is no reason that the transfer can’t be done like this.  

ALI CANINO: It seems like this mix-up is CUSC’s fault, and that this would be a good way to make peace.

JILL JOHNSON: Can I suggest to earmark $8,000.00 from the cumulative surplus?  I would like to make an amendment to the motion proposed by Billy Adams to earmark $8,000.00 from cumulative surplus next year to give to MLC.

BILLY ADAMS: $8,000.00 from next year?  It is a friendly amendment.

KRISTIN TRAVIS: I take it as friendly too.

KATIE MCGONAGLE: Why can’t we use $4,000.00 from this year?

BILLY ADAMS: Because we don’t want to establish a precedent.

DAVID LEBOEUF: If we allocate all of it this year, they will have no place to keep the money; any unspent money will roll over into the cumulative surplus anyways.

JULIAN KRONICK: How much are we giving out of the total amount?

IFRAD ISLAM: We would be giving $8,000.00 out of $15,000.00.  Next year we will have $15,000.00 to spend on current year programming no matter what.  If the $4,000.00 from this year is not spent, then it will roll over into the cumulative surplus.  If we give $8,000.00 it is from the $15,000.00 programming portion of the budget from next year.

BILLY ADAMS: So $4,000.00 would be from this year, and we would earmark another $4,000.00 from next year?

DAVID LEBOEUF: The problem is that if we give it to them now, they have no place to put it.

BILLY ADAMS: Either way it would be an earmark?

DAVID LEBOEUF: If they don’t spend the $4,000.00 if we gave it to them now, it would go into the cumulative surplus.

JULIAN KRONICK: Would we be giving them the money from this year?

MIKE MCKENNA: As a gesture last year, you gave the $3,000.00 from the Student Activities Fund and matched it with money from special budgets in the fall.

DAVID LEBOEUF: If we gave them $8,000.00, then would we only have $7,000.00 left for that year?

IFRAD ISLAM: Yes.

DAVID LEBOUEF: What can we use the rest for?

IFRAD ISLAM: This year, we were going to use it for the Jason Mraz concert that we never had, Elections Committee spends $2,200.00 every semester to pay Big Pulse to run our online elections, $5,000.00 went to Gala and another $1,000.00 for Awards Night.

JULIAN KRONICK: Why so much for one event?

DAVID LEBOEUF: Does it have to be $15,000.00?

MIKE MCKENNA: Unless there is a change to the Bylaws.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: If we earmark it, how obliged are we to give them the money next year?

MIKE MCKENNA: Technically, if next years’ council decided to override it they could, but that would be really bad.  You could because its not an allocation, its an earmark, but that would look horrible for CUSC.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I have a question for Judiciary.  Bylaw 309, Section 2a talks about the base we have to keep in cumulative surplus, and Section 2b talks about the $15,000.00 we can spend for programming, but it doesn’t mention the rest.

PETER LEWIS: Its used for capital expenditure.

DAVID LEBOEUF: It should be defined “it will be set”

PETER LEWIS: If someone brings a petition to Judiciary, we can start working on that.

BILLY ADAMS: Elections after MLC.



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: Could I please see the Open House volunteers after the meeting?

ALI CANINO: For Awards Night, we need a refrigerator to store the cheesecake we’re buying.  Also, people need to stop asking a question and then not listening to the answer, its rude and it wastes time.

IFRAD ISLAM: Awards Night is April 20th, at 7 pm in Tilton Hall.

BILLY ADAMS: VOX had its annual Sexfest, thanks to CUSC for money; about $900.00 went to Planned Parenthood that was raised.

DAVID LEBOEUF: We need to look into examining Bylaw 309, and make sure that the portion for capital expenditure is not being used for current year programming.

MIKE MCKENNA: You have $65,000.00 for current year programming.  Look at cumulative surplus as a safety net, you may have a lot right now, but you might not in the future.  Don’t stretch the limit too much.

IFRAD ISLAM: Thank you very much Finance Committee for doing the budgets this year.

REUBEN KURS: Motion to adjourn.



SECOND COLLEEN BIGGINS

MIKE MCKENNA: A few last things.  Could I see Ifrad after the meeting?  Also, the Woo Bus has been cut, there was no appeal for this to the Finance Committee; only about 30 students used it every semester.  Last year, you gave money for the Grind, all of the equipment is constantly used, and has a lot of wear and tear.  Proposal to allocate money from the equipment fund for supplies in the Grind.  A few weeks ago, a DJ blew out 2 channels.  

DAVID LEBOEUF: Can this go to Grants Committee?  It has new members, and this would be a good experience for them.

MIKE MCKENNA: The request is to use what is left of equipment fund, I will bring it up at the end of next meeting. 
DAVID LEBOEUF: And if they want more?  Grants Committee has the money to give more.

MIKE MCKENNA: No, just what is left over; other clubs have priority.

Adjourned 10:35 pm

