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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, April 8th, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)
Call to order 8:09 pm
1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen’12
2. Reading and Approval of the Minutes from 1/4/09: Laura Hansen ’12 
AML: Motion to approve the Minutes.


SECOND ALI CANINO



MOTION PASSED

3. Appointments: Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: There is a list on the back of your Agendas for the appointments.  They are Laura Faulkner as Blackstone Hall Rep., Kristin Travis as Maywood Hall Rep., Brendan Golubjatnikov as Hughes Hall Rep., Jill Johnson as Sophomore Class Rep., and Himal Jayasekara as the International Rep.  As there are 6 weeks left before we hold the Fall elections, we are making an exception with these appointments in that will have voting privileges.  

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Motion to confirm the appointments.


SECOND ALI CANINO


MOTION PASSED

PETER LEWIS: Reads oath

IFRAD ISLAM: Thank you, please take your seats.  As they are voting members, they went through a screening process that had them explain their reasons for wanting to be appointed.  I sent this to the Election Committee last night, and they approved.  I would also like to appoint Laura Faulkner to the Grants Committee, Kristin Travis to the Communications Committee, Brendan Golubjatnikov to the Finance Committee, Jill Johnson to the Finance Committee, and Himal Jayasekara to the Communications Committee.

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to confirm appointments.



SECOND ANGELICA SURRA



MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM:  I would also like to appoint Laura Faulkner as the Grants Committee Chair.

ALI CANINO: Motion to confirm the appointment.



SECOND JULIAN KRONICK



MOTION PASSED

4. Public Comments 

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Are there any more agendas?  

5. Financial Matters

a. Grants Committee Report

LAURA FAULKNER: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to recommend $82.50 to ONE for the purpose of an organic food table for the Relay for Life to come from the Quarter 4 budget and with the 25% food waiver.



SECOND ALI CANINO

LAURA FAULKNER: ONE has no budget, but they are working towards it.  Relay for Life asked for co-sponsorship money, and ONE wants to become more involved on campus.  The money goes to research for kids’ cancer.  They will be providing organic food for the participants.  They provided a detailed budget breakdown.



MOTION PASSED

b. Finance Committee Report: Reuben Kurs ‘09

DAVID LEBOEUF: Reuben is not here, and neither is Colleen, so we have no Finance Committee tonight, but I can report as their advisor that they have diligently been working on the annual budget allocations.


COLLEEN BIGGINS enters

COLLEEN BIGGINS: We sent out the final recommendations this week, we will be discussing it in our meeting next week.  We’re all very excited.

6. Student Life

a. Organizational Committees Report: Ali Canino ‘12

ALI CANINO: The PCF allocations are on the back of your agenda, they are our last ones, except for one more nest week.  We only have $142.00 for an emergency. We sent emails out about the nomination process for the Student Government Awards Night.  We will send an email out to all undergraduate students when the polls open and they can vote then.

7. Internal Business

a. Operations Reports

i. President: Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: Today we had a crash course learning session for the new appointees led by Billy Adams.  There is a small presentation, please refer to the handout you received.  A few weeks ago, a few CUSC members came up to me with the idea of placing a TV screen outside the CUSC office to display information that CUSC wants students to be aware of.  We researched the issue, and looked into price quotes with the help of Joe Kalinowski from ITS.  I would like this to be a neutral presentation where we just present facts.  Please refer to the diagram.  The TV would be mounted on the wall or ceiling outside of the CUSC office, high enough for people not to walk into, but low enough for them to see the screen.  It would be about the height of the TVs next to the Info Desk.  The TV screen would be a Sharp LC-32D64U and cost about $800.00.  It would have a RS-232 control system, which is similar to the ones that are in the classrooms.  This system has some pretty cool features.  There would be a control and power system with a web browser within the office.  You could update the material played from home.  If the screen were ever to be removed, the system would send an email to all council members at that moment.  The entire package comes in two parts, one control unit that would be stored in the CUSC office, and another unit on the back of the screen that is connected to the control unit.  The entire control system would be about $1,300.00 We would use a small personal computer, one that is not high end, possibly even fix the one we have right now.  This would be less than $800.00 and probably around $500.00.  We would need connector cables, one connecting the TV screen to the computer and one from the screen to the control unit, which would be about $100.00.  There are also additional inputs system that would give us the flexibility of not always using the control unit, which cost about $200.00.  We would also have to pay Physical Plant for the mounting charges, this would depend on the tools they would need to use, but should be no more than $300.00.  The total for this entire project would be about $3,500.00, and I would suggest giving a maximum of $4,000.00 for unforeseen costs.  The timeline for this project would be about 4 weeks, assuming that we allocate the money today.  It would be up and running in the fall and would be one of the first things that incoming students would see.

ALI CANINO: I would like to make a motion to allocate a maximum of $4,000.00 from the capital expenditure from cumulative surplus to install the TV screen outside of the CUSC office and purchase all the materials necessary.



SECOND AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN

ANGELICA SURRA: I feel like there are two sides of this issue.  One on hand it’s a really cool idea and CUSC would be more transparent and its very visible, but on the other I feel it might alienate the student body as we are spending a lot of money.  Our constituents might not see it in a positive light.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: I think it would be a good idea if it were utilized well.  There needs to be accountability as to what material is going on it.  

IFRAD ISLAM: If there are any specific questions about the equipment, please ask the E-Board, we talked about it and voted that this was a good idea.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: What is the cumulative surplus?

MIKE MCKENNA: Money from the Students Activities Fund that is unspent by clubs at the end of the year rolls into the cumulative surplus, where it pools.  There is a minimum of $50,000.00 that must always remain as a base.  After that, the next $15,000.00 is for current year programming.  Any money on top of those two is to be used for long term spending.

IFRAD ISLAM: We currently have about $100,000.00 left in the cumulative surplus, $3,000 of which is to be used for current year programming.  There is $40,000 to be used for capital expenditure 

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: I agree.  It looks nice, and it would put CUSC ideas out there.  If we just use something like Student Digest, people either won’t want to read it or look at it at all.  

ALI CANINO: When you think about it, clubs spend on themselves; ROCU and CCN have both spent a lot on equipment so that they can communicate with the student body more.  The Ad-Hoc Committee told us that we need to outreach more, and we can’t just do that with Digest and the newsletter.  As great as the newsletter was, I talked to some people and they didn’t know what it was, and asked if it was the red thing.  We need to outreach more, and this is a great way to do that.

JULIAN KRONICK: What would be displayed?  Why does that need to be on a TV, why not just in the newsletter?  Buying a TV won’t fix the problem.

LAURA HANSEN: After hearing the Ad-Hoc Committee Report, we became really concerned with the communication between CUSC and the students.  We already made a presentation to CUSC that talked about the many ways of communication that we would be trying to use to communicate better.  Just because we use one method, doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t use other.  The newsletter was a great start, but not everyone read it, there were a lot of copies that people just put in the blue bin by the mailroom.  Buying a TV won’t fix the problem, but its another step in the process of fixing the problem.   
IFRAD ISLAM: We would show things like special operational updates, PowerPoints on what we are working on now and in the future, advertise meetings, playing videos of CUSC meetings, etc.  We can get very creative with this and think of other things too.  This is a direct response to the Ad-Hoc Committee Report.  

MIKE MCKENNA: For me, the fact that the TV faces out says to the student body that you are trying to communicate with them.  It would give information to clubs and student organizations.  The TVs next to the Info Desk have a high usage, and I get at least 3 requests a week to use them by groups.  We try to accommodate all of them, but it is hard to operate them because they are on DVD players , which means that we have to convert everything to that format.  I wasn’t at the meeting for the E-Board rationale, but it seems to me that they would be very useful because you could program them the way you want and it would be a good way to get the word for clubs.  

LAURA FAULKNER: Could we stream this information to other places?  There is a lot of visibility in the AC, where many people congregate.  Can we wire to these TVs?

IFRAD ISLAM: I have been talking with Mike McKenna and Bill Doherty about this.  The TVs in the AC are monitored by ITS, who has their own system of operating and rules and protocol.  They have a special set-up, and to purchase each one is $10,000.   If CUSC owned its own, then we would have the full management and flexibility for advertising, as well as being more effective as we can do our own programming and make sure that it is immediately posted.  As for other locations where we could do this, it would cost another $4,000.00 for each one.  We have looked into using a room in the JC building where we could store a small computer that is next to a public area where the TV would be visible.  We can go further into the matter in the future if the first one works well.

BILLY ADAMS: I would like to stress that this is not for us, it is for communicating with the students.  We won’t be sitting in the office watching TV.  Mailings are not the most effective way of staying in touch with everyone, and they cost money too.  This is really innovative and a great way to communicate.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I know the total sum seems like a lot, but I did the math, and it will be about $1.60 per student.  Over 4 years, it is 50 cents a year for every student.  Capital expenditure exists to invest in the students, and this is something that we can afford.  

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I think it would be ridiculous to advertise for the newsletter in the newsletter.  What more can we do?  We put one in everyone’s mailbox, and if they didn’t read, then that is not our problem.  This is for the students, not for us, and people will complain regardless.

ANGELICA SURRA: I think that it would be a good asset, and make the UC look better.  But I’ve tabled before, and people ignore you.  This is an expensive way of being ignored. 

GWEN WALSH: Would it only show CUSC information?

IFRAD ISLAM: It would show all CUSC information, as for other clubs, we’re not sure yet.  We would have to come up with some form of process; just to put it in perspective, there is a staff member in Mike’s office that deals with these requests.  We’re not sure, but willing to talk and see the best outcome.  

GWEN WALSH: I think people would be more receptive to the idea if they could use it too.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Billy said that it would be mainly for groups. That’s the opposite of what you’re saying right now.

BILLAY ADAMS: I said that we would be helping clubs by doing this because we could inform them more effectively of things they need to know, for example, when budget meetings are.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Then the role needs to be defined, is this for CUSC or for clubs?

BILLY ADAMS: CUSC advertises on the Info Desk TVs too; this would free up space for other clubs as well.  

ALI CANINO: This is to serve students.  We can never do enough for communication, and it would look really good for prospective students and show them that CUSC is really important for the community.  Would the money we spend to set this up be all we need, or would we have to use more?

IFRAD ISLAM: In theory there would be no maintenance costs.  On a side note, if this were passed today, the work would be done over the summer, when 2 out of the 4 E-Board members would be here to oversee the setup and be trained in the programming.

JULIAN KRONICK: I think that this will just be something flashy for students to see, and be something bright to ignore.  We should advertise more for the newsletter, and make it more consistent.  I only got one.  It would be a more regular and cheaper option.

LAURA HANSEN: As the former Communications Chair, I can tell you that there was a substantial cost to the newsletter.  For the amount of printing that we did and paying for the mailbox stuffings, the total was just under $300.00.  Ideally the newsletter will be produced once a month, so we have about 8 issues to produce in a year, that is almost $3,000.00.  This is not to say that we shouldn’t keep producing the newsletter, but that costs money too.  If people want to ignore our initiatives, then that’s fine, but we shouldn’t constrain our efforts because we assume that some will ignore us.  We were elected to represent, and its important that we communicate back to our constituents what is going on.  If only one out of every hundred pay attention, and still feel that we are not communicating effectively, we are going to keep improving.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Will the newsletter continue to be produced?  Maybe we should look at more creative ways before we jump the gun and buy the TV.  We shouldn’t think that just because there is money in the cumulative surplus we should spend it all, it can be depleted in the future.  We should wait, and try again to reach out. 

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Can I make a motion to accept it?

IFRAD ISLAM: There is already a motion on the table, you can make a motion to move to voting procedures.  

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Then I would like to say that it’s a lot of money, but it looks very well planned, and I accept it.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: If people are interested they will read it.  People are complaining that we don’t communicate enough, if we have a TV, how will they keep complaining?

DEVIN COLEMAN: What will it be used for?  Money should not be spent until the role is decided.  The website sounds like it will be a better option, will that be good?

ALI CANINO: How much will be in the cumulative surplus if this is passed?

IFRAD ISLAM: $36,000.00

ALI CANINO: It’s not that much, the newsletter took a semester to put out, and the only reason we got it at all was because Laura did all of the work.  We’ve been talking about the website since forever, and hearing the same thing over and over.  We put off so many things, all the while the Ad-Hoc Committee tells us that we’re not doing enough to communicate to the student body.  It’s a good idea, and we have the money, so we should just do it.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Again, it’s 50 cents per student for 4 years at Clark.  A cup of coffee is more expensive.  The TV will be facing outside of the CUSC office, and if it is ever not running, people will know and see that we aren’t working.  This gives us more accountability.  We have given more to Gala and CSI, and this will reach out to the entire student body.

HAKEEM HINDI: I think that the representatives should use their listserves and ask their constituents.  We need more time to think about this and get feedback.

MIKE MCKENNA: There is a huge benefit to having the screen.  In the 3 years that I have been here, CUSC has come a long way.  The slides in the caf are not always visible, especially for those not on the meal plan.  It would give you the ability to be directly in front of your audience.  

KEEN HAHN: We always say ‘let’s wait, push it back’; we could reach everyone this way.

JILL JOHNSON: Will the newsletter be continued?

LAURA HANSEN: The newsletter is an interesting topic.  According to our constitution, we are supposed to have a newsletter that is produced every so often.  As this is the first time in a long time that we have put out a newsletter, and we now have a completely new Communications Committee, it is really up in the air where we can go from here.  We need to continue producing the newsletter, but now we can look into how often it will be produced and the options we can explore to distribute it.  This time we did a mass stuffing of mailboxes to make sure that every one got a copy, as well as placing copies in places such as the AC, club mailboxes, the CUSC office, the info desk and Admissions.  The website was not up and running yet, so we didn’t post it online, but that would be something that we should definitely do now.  Again, this is something that is great to talk about, and if anyone has any more ideas, please let me or Katie know. 

JILL JOHNSON: What will be broadcast?

BILLY ADAMS: We will communicate the meetings, minutes, etc.  The newsletter is a monthly thing; this is continuous.  

JILL JOHNSON: I think that it is a good idea, and I like it.  If it goes through, maybe we should look at changing the newsletter.

IFRAD ISLAM: The future of the newsletter is something that the new Communications Committee and their Advisor should look into.  But currently, we can only put 2 articles in it and a few blurbs because there is not enough space.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: Do we have a general consensus?  Can we pass this and talk more later?

KRISTIN TRAVIS: Is this happening immediately?  News out there?  Is Student Digest pertinent to CUSC.  Using emails? 

LAURA HANSEN: The issue is not how many people are going to look at the screen.  Installing a TV Screen does not mean that we are going to stop trying to reach out through other methods.  Our job is not to ask how many will respond, but to ask how we are making it better overall.  

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to move to the previous question.


SECOND DAVID LEBOEUF


MOTION PASSED

IFRAD ISLAM: We are now voting on the main issue, the allocation of no more than $4,000.00 from the capital expenditures portion of the cumulative surplus for the TV screen and programming system to go outside the CUSC office.  



VOTING

BILLY ADAMS: Division of the Assembly.

3 NAYS, 1 ABSTENTION, 11 YAYS


MOTION PASSED

ii. Vice-President: Billy Adams ‘11
BILLY ADAMS: I met with Dean Zolesky and Bridget Joiner.  We discussed the Student Digest, and how to make it more user-friendly, we will have a presentation soon on the matter.  This past weekend, I was at Hampshire College and learned a lot.  I got an idea from there about gender-blind restrooms, and that we should try to do this at Clark.  Basically, it would entail taking down all of the signs for restrooms and replace them with ones that say gender-blind.  The purpose is to accommodate everyone, and that they may have the choice to not have to define themselves.  I am looking for feedback for this, please email me or speak to me after the meeting.  The Major Events Committee applications are up on the door of the CUSC office, and are due April 10th.  Welcome to the new members.  

IFRAD ISLAM: About the Student Digest, the first edition next semester will come from CUSC and the students.  

iii. Secretary: Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN: Everyone, if you have not sent me hours for your office hours, please tell tonight after the meeting.  Just as a reminder and so the new members are aware, all representatives and Judiciary members are supposed to serve 2 hours a week.  They don’t have to be on the same day, or following each other.  E-Board members serve 5 hours.  The goal is to constantly have someone present in the office to maintain a presence on campus more, as well as making sure that if people have a question they can ask.  General guidelines are that if someone asks you a question, and you don’t know the answer, tell them someone from the E-Board will get back to them, and have them send us an email.  Also, people can drop things off for members, if you know who the item is for, please put it in their mailbox, if not, leave it on the desk, and an E-Board member will take care of it.   Also, for an update on the website, I need a picture and a short bio and picture to post on the website.  We have the website up, however we still need to put up a few documents.  Please check your emails, if we’ve asked for something, please get it in ASAP.  

iv. Treasurer: David LeBoeuf ‘12

DAVID LEBOEUF: I had a meeting with Jack Foley last Wednesday, we discussed funding for different projects based on their output, as well as meeting with the Treasurer of the school.  We also talked about safety on campus and community involvement.

b. Elections Committee: Angelica Surra ‘12

ANGELICA SURRA: We emailed the results of the referendum.  The Media Groups question passed 60.67% and the ratification of the Constitution passed 84.2%.  I would like to make a motion to ratify the results.



SECOND HAKEEM HINDI

HAKEEM HINDI: Did people not get the results?

ANGELICA SURRA:  Did I do it wrong?  I sent it as an attachment that Big Pulse sent me with the results.  I copy pasted the list that Laura used to send out the minutes.  

LAURA HANSEN: Copy paste won’t work with our email system for addresses

ANGELICA SURRA: Sorry!  Well, those are the results.



MOTION PASSED, 2 AB

ANGELICA SURRA: We interviewed for the Grants Committee.  We also would like to recommend Calvin Choi for the position of Alternate Member on the Judiciary Committee.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Motion to confirm the position of Alternate Judiciary Member.



SECOND  

MATT DIAMOND: This decision is endorsed by the Judiciary Committee

HAKEEM HINDI: Sorry for this taking so long, we had received his application and interviewed him a long time ago, he did a great job.

ANGELICA SURRA: With Spring Elections and everything, we had to put this off a bit, but we’re really excited.

IFRAD ISLAM: With Jon Hack not here tonight, and with Calvin as a new member, we have a full Judiciary Committee tonight.

PETER LEWIS: Ifrad, can you please read the oath?

IFRAD ISLAM: reads oath
c. Communications Committee: Katie McGonagle

KATIE MCGONAGLE: Nothing to report.

8. Judiciary Committee: Peter Lewis ‘10

PETER LEWIS: Nothing to report.

9. Unfinished Business

a. Grants recommendation for Clark Cable Network: David LeBouef ‘12

IFRAD ISLAM: We have a motion that was tabled from last meeting concerning the Grants Committee recommendation for CCN.
DAVID LEBOEUF: I would like to recommend a motion to untable the issue.

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to untable the recommendation



SECOND KRISTIN TRAVIS



MOTION PASSED

DAVID LEBOEUF: Last week I presented this issue because the Grants Chair seat was vacant, so I will continue it this meeting.  The Grants Committee received a request from CCN for a computer for video editing to come from the equipment fund.  They gave us several options both for a Mac and a pc.  We looked at the options and decided that we should give them the money for a Mac as they are already trained on that software.  They had 3 options for Macs, and we decided to go for the middle road, which would be $3,248.00.  We came to this decision because the Mac they requested, a Mac Custom is the same type that the entire city of Worcester runs its government channel on.

ZACH SHAW: I would like to apologize that no one could attend the previous meeting.  We only have one computer, and we are a growing club; we need more room and space to edit and produce more material.  Our current computer is old and close to breaking.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: Did CCN want the more expensive one, or are you OK with the middle option?

DAVID LEBOEUF: The Grants Committee looked at the Equipment Fund, and as the more expensive option would be $4,228.00, we found this option more suitable.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: What are the events CCN is working on?

ZACH SHAW: We created a news program, and have had 1 episode air already.  The second is almost ready.  We also helped ISA film Gala, as well as “The Making Of..”, filmed Clark Idol, both the auditions as well as the finale.  We are working on programming and putting up movies.

KRISTIN TRAVIS: What would the more expensive option do that the cheaper one can’t?

ZACH SHAW: It would be faster, its better equipment overall.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: What is the difference in speed?

ZACH SHAW: I’m really not sure.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: The other choices are either more expensive or cheaper.

ZACH SHAW: We’re OK with the second option.

LAURA FITZGERALD: We didn’t choose the cheapest option because right now the Grants Committee can afford to give a little more.

ALI CANINO: If we give them money for the middle road computer, could they fundraise for the rest if they wanted the more expensive one?

DAVID LEBOEUF: They can upgrade later on if they want to.

IFRAD ISLAM: Does the equipment come with a warranty?

ZACH SHAW: Yes, but if you get the mid-range computer and then upgrade, you lose the warranty.  If you just get the more expensive one, you keep it.

JILL JOHNSON: Would you raise the money, or settle with this?

ZACH SHAW: I think we would stay with this, I’m not sure.

KRISTIN TRAVIS: What are the upgrades?

DAVID LEBOEUF: Essentially, just better hardware.



MOTION PASSED

10. New Business

11. Last Words

DAVID REE: I would like to speak on behalf of Clark University Students for Palestinian Rights (CUSPR).  CUSPR had invited Norman Finklestein to speak on the 23rd, and we had almost all the money when on Monday President Basset said that he couldn’t come.  He is a controversial speaker, and a professor at DePaul University.  He said that the reason was situational, and that the Holocaust Program was having International Holocaust Studies Week.  We asked if we could re-schedule, and he said no.  To us, it does not seem situational.  He said that the Clark community was not ready and that there needs to be dialogue between faculty and students, but that has been going on.  We asked if he could come at a later date this semester, or some other time in the future, and he said no.  We called Norman Finklestein to tell him that we had to cancel, and he was very upset. He said that he would write to the ACLU chapter in Boston and President Basset, and asked if we wanted him to get his lawyers involved.  We told him we don’t want it to be a bigger issue than it needs to be.  We think that the decision was wrong and that it crossed boundaries.  President Basset offered to write an Op-Ed to be published in the Scarlet and a letter to Norman Finklestein explaining his decision.  CUSPR is currently gathering signatures for petitions asking if it is within the President’s power to say yes or no to a speaker coming and ask students if they can sit and not be violent.  WE believe that they can, but President Basset does not.  We wanted to let you know that we are taking actions, and that we are unhappy.  No is not OK, we asked if we could book other speakers before the break, but he said no.  This is not freedom of speech, or freedom of academia, this is repression, not challenging convention or changing our world.  We want our voices heard.  

IFRAD ISLAM: Discussion

MIKE MCKENNA: I sat in on this meeting.  David, President Basset did not use those words, this is not a fair representation to him.  He never said that he could not come in the future, he said that it was something to be discussed.  This matter is not about the content, it is about the appropriate process, and it has to be done in the appropriate fashion.  The facts need to be shared. 

DAVID REE: I misspoke then, but that is what he told us.

MIKE MCKENNA: The way you delivered it was as a direct quote, the President said that he cannot book him now, but that may be different in the future.  There are many avenues to get the word out, but you have to be factual.

DAVID REE: That was unintentional on my part.

IFRAD ISLAM: Are there any questions?

DEVIN COLEMAN: I’d like to talk about the motion for the TV that recently passed.

IFRAD ISLAM: We’ll come back to that.

BILLY ADAMS: Thanks for coming to speak to us, from what I’ve heard with my constituents, this is a very divisive issue, and people are outraged.  I am disappointed that the administration does not think that we can handle this. 

DAVID REE: We were told that there needs to be process and dialogue.

BILLY ADAMS: Many people think that they can deal and be mad.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: What are the logistics?  Who is paying, CUSPR or someone else?

DAVID REE: CUSPR, as well as Speaker’s Forum, and we sent in a special budget request.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: Does President Basset see the money as the school’s money, and he can choose what to use it for?

BILLY ADMAS: Grants Committee didn’t make the recommendation yet.  Can someone speak on his behalf?

MIKE MCKENNA: Because it is a student group’s money can he say no?  Great question.  He didn’t say no, he talked about the situation.  It lacked clarity for next semester, with only 2 weeks left to go.  A group from Boston College asked Bill Ayers to come speak, and the administration shut them down, but they still managed to find a way to skype him in, but Boston College was a private institution, and we have more say.  The date of the 21st is the Israeli Remembrance Holocaust Day.  Norman Finklestein has written books on the Holocaust that are offensive to some, and brings that history with him.  He was then moved to the 23rd, but the main speaker for the conference is the same night.  This conference has been planned for a year, while this was more recent.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: The vigil held in March was just as controversial for different opinions. Why is one approved and the other not?

DAVID REE: The ruling is not even handed, it was an intense event too, but it didn’t need to be discussed.

IFRAD ISLAM: It had to do with the dates of the 21st and the 23rd, which already had important events.

DAVID REE: The re-book will have to wait until we can have a discussion.

BILLY ADAMS: Columbia University brought the president of Iran, and he has said that gay people don’t exist in Iran, as well as committed human right violations.  I am disappointed, we are capable to be exposed to different views and should be excited to discuss them.  The world is not rosy and shiny outside the pearly gates of Clark University.

MATT DIAMOND: Malcom X gave one of his most famous speeches at Clark; the sprit of that should put pressure on people to be more responsible.  

DAVID REE: Norman Finklestein should not have been denied, this is the first time that this has ever happened here.

GWEN WALSH: Who is funding the other event?

MIKE MCKENNA: The Holocaust Centre

GWEN WALSH: What is the process of screening?

BRENDAN GOLUBJATKINOV: What is the support for the speaker?  I am curious about the power students and student groups have to do what they want and when the administration should step in?

LAURA FAULKNER: The group should take steps to make sure that their voice is heard.  They have always been very respectful in front of the Grants Committee, never confrontational.  Thanks for coming, it was good to hear your opinion.

ZACH SHAW: Both sides should get their say.  The timing bothered me as a Jew, with it being the weekend of the Holocaust Studies conference and the Remembrance Day.  I don’t think that President Basset should have shut it down, should have given a different time when it could have happened, but I understand where he is coming from.

GWEN WALSH: I encourage you to think whether this group is going through a different process than others, and if it is fair.  

DAVID LEBOEUF: The final hope is positive.  We should try to move forward with a dialogue on free speech, extend the olive branch to the opposite side and encourage others to do so too.

IFRAD ISLAM: The meeting on Monday left it unclear as to whether he would be bale to come later, this needs clarification. President Basset is to be published in the Scarlet this week to explain why he made this decision.  If he does not clarify, CUSC can send him a personal email asking for clarification.  CUSC can endorse free speech and a fair process of screening if we need to.  We should continue discussion between CUSC members and Student Leadership and Programming and decide if there needs to be a process or not of certain caliber to decide if someone should or should not come.  Also, encourage dialogue between groups.  I am confident that President Basset didn’t think that controversy should never be at Clark.  We should wait for his response, and CUSC will take the appropriate action afterwards.  Thank you David for coming to speak to us about this, it is a great example.  On a side note, if you had been able to come earlier, we have a section at the beginning of the agenda for public comments so that you would not have to had sit and wait for us to get to you.

DEVIN COLEMAN: I noticed tonight that the actions taken were pretentious and dangerous.  Now that Scarlet has secure funding, they can portray this as they want.  All who wanted to speak about the issue of the TV should have had the chance.  There should have been an email sent out to the entire student body asking for their opinion.  Apathy takes longer, if people don’t know, they turn away, and how will CUSC get the word out?  If the TV doesn’t work out, it could turn out to be a horrible thing that could come back to bite you.  There was never a motion to table the issue.  There should be clarification as to what CUSC is doing.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Well, now we have a TV t advertise and get the word out.

LAURA HANSEN: What is the difference between us deciding to buy a TV at our discretion to help the student body and us approving a Grants Committee recommendation for a allocation?  We don’t email the entire student body for the latter.

DEVIN COLEMAN: That this is managed by CUSC for CUSC, and that money is for another event not for CUSC.

ANGELICA SURRA: It is all the student’s money, and that goes for every allocation.  We were elected to represent, but maybe we should try to get more feedback.

DEVIN COLEMAN: It is fine to spend students’ money, but I want people to be aware that this could come back to bite them.

MATT DIAMOND: Maybe a solution could be to post the agenda online and put widgets next to certain items such as budget allocations, and let them ‘vote’ on it and then take the general consensus into account when we actually do vote.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: We should have sent an email out to groups about the TV.  Devin is right, we should ask how to spend students’ money, who asks them what they think?

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I think we are forgetting that we are students too, and this is our money as well.  The TV is not a media outlet; we aren’t censoring anything, we have open meetings and there is nothing we are doing behind the backs of students.  I would be very surprised if there were a backlash.  If others had the ability they would do it too.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: The Ad-Hoc Committee talked about CUSC’s visibility and student’s opinions, and the TV is a good way of doing so.

IFRAD ISLAM: I think that we need to respect the representatives who voted no, they would have had a good reason to do so.  We value the suggestions of those who reach out to us.  We will be going over the protocol in the next few days, and we want input, especially from those who did vote no.

HAKEEM HINDI: Did we respond to the Ad-Hoc or did we represent our constituents on this issue?  That is why I abstained.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Who asks us?  Other groups should use the same money.

ZACH SHAW: I agree with Hakeem; representatives are not voted in to make decisions.  Students should have said if they wanted the TV.

MIKE MCKENNA: I disagree with Zach.  The TV is open, outward facing.  In Times Square, there is a media news ticker, the way that we receive information now has changed so that we process quickly flashing things. Two weeks ago, you heard from the Ad-Hoc Committee, as someone who is not a part of the TV idea, it seems like a direct response to their suggestions.  On a separate note, there is an issue about money for a PEC show.  Money was given to PEC because they were trying to book a concert and got Andrew W K for April 25th, but it fell through.  Right now PEC has $18,000.00 for a show and are asking if we want it for the fall.  The only problem is spending across fiscal years, if he writes a check this semester, it is only good for 60 days.  PEC could not use a check written now for the fall semester.  If the money is not used, it will go into the cumulative surplus.  

BILLY ADAMS: Is it possible to save that money and use it towards a major event in the fall?

HAKEEM HINDI: Is Meth still coming?

MIKE MCKENNA: Yes, and we’re giving him a helmet.

IFRAD ISLAM: Is Jacob waiting for us?

MIKE MCKENNA: In theory, yes.  The question that comes up is the general wisdom of the E-Board, that the money is not supposed to be used for a concert upgrade, if it comes from the first $15,000.00 of the cumulative surplus, it needs to be for long-range high-impact projects.  Otherwise, the money would have to be earmarked for an event next semester.

BILLY ADAMS: If we did earmark the money for MEC for a larger event, would there be significant change?

MIKE MCKENNA: It would put them in the next bracket.

IFRAD ISLAM: We have $18,000.00 leftover from SAF that we didn’t take into account for budgets this year.  The money is meant to be spent this year.  If we put it for something, we would be overriding our bylaws.

BILLY ADMAS: But what could we do next semester?

MIKE MCKENNA: The money is already transferred to PEC, reclaiming it would be hard, they’re not going to want to give it up.

ALI CANINO: Could we get it back and invest in a scholarship or an endowment?  Maybe a scholarship in the name of CUSC for students who have shown leadership in ways that are not through student government?

IFRAD ISLAM: That is something we are looking into, but we cannot give out money.  WE are thinking of something along the lines of credit at the bookstore.

ALI CANINO: What about as an endowment through the school?

MIKE MCKENNA: It passed through Kathy, $18,000.00 let it roll, current programming money, can’t do anything with it, investigate it more.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Give the money to MLC.  This way there can be more leadership training as the Ad-Hoc Report recommended.

BILLY ADAMS: Do we have to decide now?

IFRAD ISLAM: What do we have to achieve by tonight?

MIKE MCKENNA: The E-Board needs to agree first and decide.  CUSC with surplus that is capital expenditure on progress.  

PETER LEWIS: To earmark the money, you would only have to waive the bylaw, not overturn it.

ALI CANINO: Do we have to do this?  What about the seniors? They won’r be here for the concert that this money is being kept for.  

MIKE MCKENNA: I’m just playing the devil’s advocate.

LAURA HANSEN: I give.  Who is Andrew W K?

MIKE MCKENNA: PEC’s hands, Andrew W K became of interest.  The first bid was for $15,000.00, it then got raised to over $18,000.  Again, to play the devil’s advocate, it is a $20,000.00 event, and it would only be for 250 people in the Grind.  If it were next year, maybe PEC could move it to Atwood, where the attendance would go up.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I think that’s a lot of money for only 250 people in the Grind.

KRISTIN TRAVIS: Could we not give it to Andrew W K and revisit the issue?

MIKE MCKENNA: A stipulation clause that they have to move it out of the Grind?

IFRAD ISLAM: What about an informal poll?  We could take the money back from PEC, and look into other options such as scholarships, and MLC.  We had a crisis this year with budget cuts for student organizations, because we didn’t have enough money.  We could continue to look for another artist, or let it roll back into the surplus.

MIKE MCKENNA: There are only 2 weeks left, which is not enough time to organize anything anyways, so the money will roll into cumulative surplus.  If CUSC took any action, that might fire them up to look for ways to keep the money.

IFRAD ISLAM: I think that that is generally an OK option.

MIKE MCKENNA: and the money would not be earmarked for next fall.

IFRAD ISLAM: We could take an informal poll and stipulate the money is to be used next fall for an Andrew W K concert.  Do we have any better ideas?  The consensus is that the money stays with PEC and if they don’t use it it will wroll over intot he cumulative surplus, and will not be earmarked.

ANGELICA SURRA: People seemed really excited about this event over Facebook.  I think we should save the money, this isn’t for us to decide what to do with.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: Look for something better next year

JULIAN KRNOICK: We shouldn’t make value judgments based on our personal tastes.

IFRAD ISLAM: Thanks everyone for your input.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Could everyone with a listserve inform people who won the spring elections and the new appointees.

IFRAD ISLAM: Laura, could you please send that information out to the representatives?

GWEN WALSH: I made a mistake in an article in the Scarlet because that information was not made public.

IFRAD ISLAM: We now have a presentation that was supposed to be in Laura’s Officer’s Report that was pushed back.  Please look at the packets we are giving out.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Motion for a 5 minute recess to read the information.



SECOND LAURA HANSEN



MOTION PASSED

10:59 meeting re-adjourned

IFRAD ISLAM: Last week we had a presentation about what the Ad-Hoc Committee had previously told us about transparency and communication and said that we would be producing a handbook as a resource.  It will define roles, and explain how CUSC works and what it does.

BILLY ADAMS: Reads roles

JULIAN KRONICK: Is this binding?

BILLY ADAMS: This is a draft

IFRAD ISLAM: When we vote on it, it will become binding, though not part of the bylaws, much like Money Matters.

ALI CANINO: I have a problem with mandatory community service.  If people want to do it, that’s fine, but we shouldn’t be forced into doing it; that takes away from the entire purpose of it.

BILLY ADAMS: We could do it in a number of different ways, such as putting on events by CUSC as a whole and encouraging people to attend.

IFRAD ISLAM: We were thinking along the lines of the Class Reps thinking of a project and working on that and getting the rest of CUSC involved.  We went through all of the feedback emails that we received, and if we didn’t make a change to the original, it is because we talked about it and still agreed that it is a good idea.

MIKE MCKENNA: I love the idea of a CUSC project, it would be great for teambuilding.

BILLY ADAMS: What about retreats?  As for community service, there are a lot of organizations that do a day of service somewhere, but that is a temporary thing, we would want something that is more continual, that is ongoing.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Mandatory group thing, sponsored by CUSC.  Would show CUSC open to CU take financial burden.

ALI CANINO: Word it differently.

IFRAD ISLAM: We could let community service be waived if you already do it for a team or a class.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: would we do it together?

HAKEEM HINDI: For the lacrosse team, we do it together, but not the entire team all at once, and it’s a few projects throughout the year.

ALI CANINO: I don’t want to be told to do community service.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I like the idea of teambuilding through community service.

DAVID LEBOEUF: We only made it 5 hours because of people’s schedules.  I think it would be a good idea to stagger it, not all at once.

BILLY ADAMS: What if we worded it as a CUSC community service project led by the VP several times a year, and everyone must attend at least one.  We should brainstorm and come up with more ideas.

JULIAN KRONICK: What is the purpose of a Q&A session if we already have office hours?

LAURA HANSEN: The purpose is that your constituents will have a scheduled face-to-face time with you.  This shows that you are making yourself even more available, and that they have an open forum.  Also, it is a better chance that your constituents will know you personally.  Plus, if they can’t make it to your office hours, they have an extra time that they can come see you.

IFRAD ISLAM: Office hours were really bad this year, mainly because of the office space being re-done.  Two years ago, there was a really good system that was regularly advertised in the Caf on slides, and on the office door, it was always enforced and people had to sign in.  But people still didn’t always stop by and the feedback that we got was still that CUSC was not available.

COLLEEN BIGBINS: Given what you just said, people will always complain, so it doesn’t matter.

JULIAN KRONICK: We already have office hours, so this seems like we have to be serving twice.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: But we work for them, not them for us.  

JULIAN KRONICK: If they can’t make our office hours option, tey should email us for a one-on-one basis, that would be more efficient.

IFRAD ISLAM: It’s a good point, but the E-Board has thought it through, and we have come to a consensus, and when it comes to the Ad-Hoc Report, we have to think of how we would be able to defend ourselves, and that would not fly.

ALI CANINO: We should take the middle ground and keep it at highly encouraged, not mandatory.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: The way I read it, was that we were to email our constituents notifying them about the Q&A session, and that there was nothing against doing it in our office hours.

BILLY ADAMS: I like Ali’s suggestion.

JILL JOHNSON: Strongly encourage seems like an outline, that no one would be held accountable.  

LIZZY FITZGERALD: The Q&A session would be for conversation, more informational and in depth.

IFRAD ISLAM: We were thinking of something along the lines of a town hall meeting.

MATT DIAMOND: There should be a radical change, once a month, there should be a change in the scheduled format, and it should be in a town hall format, where we only deal with urgent issues.  This would initiate the student body back into CUSC.

BILLY ADAMS: We are thinking of having a monthly meeting outside of the CUSC meetings that has a town hall format, where we would order coffee and cookies and have an informal sit-down with students.

IFRAD ISLAM: That was part of our presentation last meeting, to provide a forum that was less intimidating.

BILLY ADMAS: Read Residence Hall Reps

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I think we should all read our specific roles, skip the reading of all of them and ask specific questions.

ALI CANINO: I don’t see why we need to meet with out RLH coordinator

DAVID LEBOEUF: 

ALI CANINO: If we have no problems, do we still have to meet?  It’s overkill.

IFRAD ISLAM: I have random meetings every now and then too, for example a meeting with the Deans Darrigrand and Wright, and there is not usually a set agenda; instead its more to catch up, ask how everything is going? It’s good to touch base and talk about problems you might not be aware of.

ALI CANINO: But you’re the President, and I’m the Bullock Hall Representative.

LAURA HANSEN: Open venue

ALI CANINO: But if there is a problem, the RA should be told, not our job.

KRISTIN TRAVIS: RA’s job is advocacy.

ALI CANINO: It should be as needed, not once a month.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Did you talk to the Area Coordinators when you came up with this?

BILLY ADAMS: No, but they are always interested in hearing from residents, they even moved to live in the buildings so that they would be there more.

IFRAD ISLAM: RLH has mentioned working towards better relations with CUSC in general.

PETER LEWIS: This is comparable to money matters, but if changed to higly encouraged, it is not mandatory.

JULIAN KRONICK: Just take it out.

KRISTIN TRAVIS: Word it so that the Area Coordinator and the Representative would be introduced and then meet as needed.

HIMAL JAYASEKARA: What about just using the listserve?

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Why does the Off-Campus Housing Rep have to meet with Chief Goutlet?  I’ve been told that if there are robbers in my backyard I should call the Worcester police.

IFRAD ISLAM: That’s not what we’ve been told.

BRENDAN GOLUBJATNIKOV: At the beginning of each semester, the Hall Reps should introduce themselves at floor meetings so people know they are available for the rest of the year.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I think the Handbook is a good idea, when I was elected, I had no idea what I was supposed to do.

LAURA HANSEN:

HAKEEM HINDI: Can the Minority Rep have all the ALANA students on their listserve?

BILLY ADAMS: It says in here that every student who identifies as either international or minority can ask to be added.  The purpose of this work as a whole isn’t to add more work for the representatives, but to make a stronger council.

IFRAD ISLAM: Peter, what you said is important.  Not all of this has to be requirements, maybe someone would like to suggest another venue.  The reason that we mailed this out is because it is supposed to be a resource to everyone to know what CUSC does.  If we take out the representative roles, it sort of defeats the purpose.

DAVID LEBOEUF: I agree, if we take it out, it is a waste.

ALI CANINO: I don’t want to table this for another week, we should take another look at this.  

IFRAD ISLAM: Bring it up on the 22nd.

ALI CANINO: I think it’s a great idea, just not executed very well.

BILLY ADAMS: We can postpone it, but we addressed the issues we had. Not sure we should keep putting this off.

JULIAN KRONICK: The problem is that our feedback was not taken seriously.  The E-Board isn’t listening to the opinions of the representative body.

ALI CANINO: It’s a really good idea, just it needs to be changed.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: We should all read our own section, we didn’t get to read about the committees today.  It’s already 11:40, we’re only wasting time going around in circles now, Spree Day was yesterday, we’re all tired.  We should just pick this up next meeting.

IFRAD ISLAM: We will postpone this until the 22nd.  If you think that your feedback was not considered, I am sorry to hear that, but it is not true, we sat down as an E-Board and read all of the ones sent in out loud and discussed them.  If you don’t see the changes made in here, that is because we after debating it, we thought that there was a better way.  There was no flaw in the communication because you didn’t get an email back; we did this today at 5 pm.  We will consider how to make this binding without making it binding.  This is the first time anyone has ever tried to do something, and we know it won’t be smooth, so we’re not disappointed.

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to adjourn.
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MOTION PASSED

Meeting adjourned 11:39

