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Clark University Student Council

Wednesday, April 1st, 2009

Grace Conference Room

Minutes taken and compiled by:

Laura Hansen (Secretary)
Call to Order 9:55 pm

1. Roll Call: Laura Hansen ‘12

2. Oath of Office : Jon Hack ‘09

JH: “I do solemnly affirm that I will support and abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Clark Undergraduate Student Council; that I take this obligation freely, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter”

JK: “I do solemnly affirm that I will support and abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Clark Undergraduate Student Council; that I take this obligation freely, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter”

JH: “I do solemnly affirm that I will support and abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Clark Undergraduate Student Council; that I take this obligation freely, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter”

KMG: “I do solemnly affirm that I will support and abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of the Clark Undergraduate Student Council; that I take this obligation freely, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter”

3. Operations Report

a. President Ifrad Islam ‘10

IFRAD ISLAM: The new E-Board is enthusiastic and excited to work with CUSC.  Please use the feedback facility so that we can address your concerns, and improve.  Remember that all items for the agenda need to be submitted to me by 5 pm on Mondays.  Transition went well, we are all prepared to do our jobs.  I’d like to appoint Julian Kronick to the Finance Committee and Katie McGonagle to the Communications Committee.

ALI CANINO: Motion to confirm the appointments of Julian Kronick to the Finance Committee and Katie McGonagle to the Communications Committee.

SECOND Colleen Biggins

MOTION PASSES

IFRAD ISLAM: I would like to appoint Katie McGonagle as the Chair of the Communications Committee

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: Motion to confirm Katie McGonagle as the Chair of the Communications Committee.



SECOND COLEEN BIGGINS



MOTION PASSES

b. Vice President Billy Adams ‘11

BILLY ADAMS: I met with Deans Darrigrand and Wright, we had a very productive meeting.  The Trustees are coming May 1st, and want to meet with students.  The E-Board had a meeting with the editors of The Scarlet; the meeting went well, we thought of ways how CUSC could help them make their publication better.  

c. Secretary Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN: I met with Sean Corbett about the CUSC Website.  Currently, the website is up, however, we are still lacking information.  

d. Treasurer David LeBouef ‘12 
DAVID LEBOUEF: The CUSC budget is the same, we have $3,245.00.  We spent $200 at Curry Printing.  I had a meeting with Jack Foley; I will present the results at the next meeting as we met recently.  

4. Committee Reports

a. Grants Committee: David LeBouef ‘12

DAVID LEBOUEF: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $400 to the Ballroom Dance Team and Club for the purpose of their Ballroom Social, with the money coming from Quarter 4, and with the 25% food waiver applying.



SECOND ALI CANINO

DAVID LEBOUEF: These teams have support at different schools; they are Clark’s first.  They prepared well, submitted a good budget and found co-sponsors.



MOTION PASSES

DAVID LEBOUEF: On behalf of the Grants Committee, I would like to make a motion to allocate $3,248.00 to CCN for the purpose of purchasing video editing equipment, to come from the Equipment Fund.



SECOND REUBEN KURS

DAVID LEBOUEF: CCN presented their proposition for a new computer, as their old one is not working.  They originally asked for $4,000.00 for a custom Mac, but that is the same computer that the city of Worcester runs their government channel on.  Other options we looked into was an iMac, but thought it would be too small, so we went the middle road with this recommendation.

AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN: They have a giant budget don’t they?

DAVID LEBOUEF: Not really, the majority of their budget goes towards buying rights, most of their money is used.

REUBEN KURS: Do they have a representative present?  Motion to table this issue until the next meeting, when they can have someone to speak for them.



SECOND COLEEN BIGGINS

ANGELICA SURRA: This seems very irresponsible of them, they knew that there was a meeting tonight.

IFRAD ISLAM: How time sensitive is this issue?

DAVID LEBOUEF: Not at all.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: Did they know that it was tonight?

DAVID LEBOUEF: Yes, an email goes out every Sunday night to the groups that will be discussed in Grants on Wednesdays.

BILLY ADAMS: I think we should table until we get all of the facts.



MOTION PASSES

b. Finance Committee: Reuben Kurs ‘09

REUBEN KURS: Monday are the appeals.  The final decisions have not gone out yet, but they will soon.  Members with questions about the process should come at 8 pm, if you have any more questions, please ask now or later.

IFRAD ISLAM: Thank you for holding the annual budget meeting.  If there are any questions about the process or anything, ask now, not at the April 15th meeting when we will be going over this.

c. Elections Committee: Angelica Surra ‘12

ANGELICA SURRA: This weekend are the special elections.  An email will be sent out on Friday with the referendum for the media groups and constitutional update.  There will be a link to the Constitution. 
BILLY ADAMS: Do they need to send in an expense report?  I know they spent $40.00 on mailbox stuffings.

ANGELICA SURRA: It’s not in the Bylaws, I don’t know.  You can’t disqualify a group

MATT DIAMOND: Can they use their listserve for soliciting? 

BILLY ADAMS: Then how much can they spend?

CORY COOSE: They’re not a candidate, there is a difference.

MATT DIAMOND: The issue should be petitioned to Judiciary for a firm answer.

JON HACK: Judiciary should take it up, and figure it out.

BILLY ADAMS: We need to clarify how much can be spent on campaigns from groups.

HAKEEM HINDI: If not for now, for future reference.

JON HACK: Someone needs to petition it for us to look into it officially.

GWEN WALSH: If it is petitioned, will it affect the ability to apply for and appeal?  If the referendum passes, and it is found that it was unethical, what happens to our budget?

REUBEN KURS: It would depend when decided.  It would be up to CUSC to decide how much to give.  If it doesn’t pass, Scarlet can appeal for more money on the 15th.

ALI CANINO: What are the actual dates of the election?

ANGELICA SURRA: 12 am on April 4th until 11:59 pm April 5th.

ANGELICA SURRA: The Elections Committee finished the Internal Procedures and have had them checked by Judiciary.  We think that they are good; they aren’t repetitive and expand on the election bylaws.

DAVID LEBOUEF: Motion to accept the Internal Procedures of the Elections Committee.



SECOND ALI CANINO

QUESTION TO THE WORDING

JON HACK: In point 1, under Appointments, it says ‘Members of the CUSC Elections Committee will be appointed by the CUSC President at the beginning of each Council’s term’; this limits vacancies to be filled in the middle of a term.  I think we should strike ‘at the beginning of each Council’s term’.

BILLY ADAMS: Motion to strike ‘at the beginning of each Council’s term’ from point 1 under Appointments.

ALI CANINO: Friendly

DAVID LEBOEUF: Friendly



MOTION PASSES, 2 ABSTENTIONS
d. Communications Committee: Laura Hansen ‘12

LAURA HANSEN: Nothing to report.  I’ll be looking forward to working with the new Chair and committee members.

e. Organizational Committee: Ali Canino ‘12

ALI CANINO: Awards Night is coming up.  We are changing the nomination process.  We are tallying the polled results that students have submitted; the administration (Student Leadership and Programming and the Organizational Committee) will not decide.  The PCF allocations are attached to the agendas.  The PCF is already out of money, lots of people came to us saying that they were promised money, and we had to give it to them.  There is $500.00 left for emergent programming.  Initial Advantage is named as the organization of the month.

f. Judiciary Committee: Jon Hack ‘09

JON HACK: Nothing to report.

5. Unfinished Business

IFRAD ISLAM: We have no unfinished business as Abhishek Raman approved last week’s minutes in the previous session.

6. Internal Business

IFRAD ISLAM: The E-Board had two meetings last week, one to discuss CUSC and one to specifically address issues brought up by the Ad-Hoc Committee.  The last meeting was very constructive, problems were openly discussed, and we thik that there will be no delay in addressing them.  We put in 10 hours in 1 week on Sunday and Thursday, and came up with this comprehensive report as to what we’re going to do next.  There will be change, especially in the operational.  Next week, we will begin the implementation, and 90% of what we have mentioned will take place this semester; none of this can wait until the fall semester.

LAURA HANSEN: Reads Communication

IFRAD ISLAM: If you have any questions, please write them down and we will answer them all at the end.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Reads Transparency and Accountability

IFRAD: We are changing the meetings by re-structuring the agenda; questions from the gallery will be earlier so that people can more easily voice their concerns.

BILLY ADAMS: Reads Professional Development

IFRAD ISLAM: The First Year Rep. that we read is the prototype for the other Representatives; they will differ a little bit.  Are there any questions or suggestions?

TIM SOSSA: Send the CUSC Handbook to club leaders.

IFRAD ISLAM:  It will be online and put in everyone’s mailbox.

REUBEN KURS: Is this official, or just an internal document?

ALI CANINO: I think that this is great.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: Will the changes become official next year?

IFRAD ISLAM: This is just a presentation to let you all know what we’re planning on doing; it will be implemented through the Handbook, which will be available to all.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: I think that some of this should be mandatory, but some optional too.

BILLY ADAMS: It’s a complicated issue; we went back an forth between both sides, and settled on “strongly recommended”.

IFRAD ISLAM: The fees for the G&P Leadership conference will be paid for all CUSC members, but the International and Minority Reps especially should attend.

DAVID LEBOEUF: Give us feedback if it should be mandatory or not, or if you like it or not.

COLLEEN BIGGINS: It shouldn’t be required, you can’t make people attend.  What of they can’t attend?  Do they get kicked off CUSC?  What would be different between public comments and last words?

IFRAD ISLAM: Public comments are meant for the gallery to voice student concerns.  People who want to raise concerns should not have to wait.  In Last Words people can make announcements then.  Judiciary, you don’t seem too happy.  What are your thoughts?

JON HACK: We are curious why another non-elected body is being created.  That is the function of Judiciary.  Why need another that is advised by the Judiciary Vice Chair?  It is enough that they manipulate without petitions, which is the proper way of raising issues against CUSC.  This could end in a body that no one can regulate, where they can control procedures.

IFRAD ISLAM: We had a long conversation about this.  I suggest reading the Ad-Hoc Report with this in mind, and give us feedback about how this should be addressed.  How can we solve the problem with just Judiciary?

IFRAD ISLAM: We want everyone’s feedback.  For example, with the role definition, the Class Representatives should read over that section and tell us what they think would work.  Not sure how to involve in other respects; the only way for us to know what you think is if you email us!  Next week we will come with the CUSC Handbook, after we get your feedback, if there is no problem, we will publish and distribute it immediately.

7. Public Comments

ALI CANINO: Motion to move the meeting time to 8:00 pm



SECOND LIZZY FITZGERALD

IFRAD ISLAM: For those people with commitments, we want to facilitate this for them.  We will excuse a late attendance if they email their specific circumstances to Laura Hansen, who will decide if the reason is acceptable.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I’m happy with 8 pm



MOTION PASSES

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I just want to note that we waste a lot of paper.  I care about the environment, but I don’t mean it in a bad way.  I just want for us to cut down.

HAKEEM HINDI: Who do you think you are?

LIZZY FITZGERALD: I’m not saying that you don’t care.

HAKEEM HINDI: We should shrink that font.

IFRAD ISLAM: The agenda will change next meeting, in terms of other things such as the Internal Procedures, we get tied up with work and don’t always read the documents sent online and then have to print them.

LAURA HANSEN: Lizzy, I’ll be doing pretty much all the printing, so if you have a suggestion how to make it more efficient, let me know.

LIZZY FITZGERALD: It’s ok.

IFRAD ISLAM: We kill a small forest.

ALI CANINO: Thanks to everyone who helped table, Billy you’re tomorrow form 5 to 7.

ANGELICA SURRA: Whatever happened to Office Hours?  Do we still have to do them?

LAURA HANSEN: They still exist!  We suspended them for a while because the office was under construction for so long, but now that it is functional, we will be having them again.  I know you all told Sam Rubin when you were free, but if you could all write it down again and give it to me before you leave, I’ll have a schedule for next meeting.

ANGELICA SURRA: My name isn’t on the list at the Info Desk to get the key.

IFRAD ISLAM: Elections are this weekend.  With the Communications Committee empty and Laura busy transitioning, we couldn’t put out any publication about it.  Email people about it on Friday night telling them how important it is that they vote.

HAKEEM HINDI: Motion to Adjourn.



SECOND AMANDA MCLOUGHLIN



MOTION PASSES

Meeting adjourned at 10:20 pm
